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A Letter from the Rector 

Upkeep and 
Maintenance at Holy 
Mount 

Dear Friends, 

 

With the coming of Advent, we 
have started a New Year in the 
Church’s calendar.  At this dark-
est time of t year, the Church 
calls us to wake up and look 
around.  Look for the coming of 
the Light of Christ.  Look again 
at the Advent scriptures.  Listen 
in a new way to John the Bap-
tist’s call for repentance.  Repen-
tance is more than saying we are 
sorry and asking for forgiveness.  
It is looking in new ways.  It is 
seeing the same old stories from 
new perspectives.  Advent calls 
us to see in the Christmas Story 
new things.  I would like to chal-
lenge you to read again the 
Christmas story from the second 
chapter of Luke and see what 
new things you find there.  See 
what is new in the power of the 
Emperor.  See anew the fear of a 
young pregnant girl and her 
betrothed..  See anew a child 
with nowhere to be born.  Think 
about those who receive the 

message of the angels. 
 

This story is very relevant to our 
lives today.  I hope all of us will 
spend some time pondering this 
story in ways that can give it new 
meaning.  We take so much for 
granted in our lives.  I pray that 
we never take that gift for 

granted. 
 

If you do not have one of the  
prayer cards that were passed 
our or if you lost yours, please 
let the office know and we will 
get you one.  As I have said in 
church, I hope that we can use 
this short prayer service, so that 
we all share the same brief form 
of daily worship.  I hope this 
discipline will draw us closer to 
one another and strengthen our 
Christian community.  Please, 
pray for the Episcopal Church in 
Lincoln County, for the clergy 
and all our members, that we 

may truly be the Body of Christ. 

Yours in Christ,,  Judy. 

We have a new fresh look to 
our church in Ruidoso thanks to 
the vestry and Paint Pros.  Josh 
De Los Santos, the owner of 
Paint Pros, and his crew began 
the ambitious  task of painting 
the trim on the church and par-
ish hall  and office area on No-
vember 2.  This refurbishing 
lasted several days. And has 
given Holy Mount a fresh look.  
It has been a great year of im-
provements for holy Mount with 
new signs, a new sidewalk, and 
the completed Ben Mason Me-

morial Bell Tower.   
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Christmas Flowers 

 
Christmas flowers will 
be available for $12.00 
per pot.  We will need 
the names of your hon-
orees in the office by 
December 21, 2015.  
Order forms will be 
available at the chapels 
and at the crossing of 
Holy Mount. 

 

Soldier Smiles 

 
456 packages were 
sent to our troops from 
the Alamogordo pack-
ing party the first week 
of November. 
 

Deanery Meeting 

 
Judy, Laurie, Chely 
and John Harast at-
tended the quarterly 
deanery meeting in 
Clovis, NM on No-
vember 21. 



Successful Work Day 

 

Our Junior Warden, John 
Harast, organized a workday at 
Holy Mount on November 7.  
Nine worker-bees showed up in 
full working attire .  They raked 
pine needles and pine cones 
which were plentiful due to the 
high winds that we had two days 
prior to the workday.  We 
cleaned out gutters, swept de-
bris from roof tops and side-
walks.  This was a very produc-
tive day.  Along with the fresh 
paint job, this gave the grounds 
and structures a new and re-
freshing appearance.  Corner-
stone Bakery furnished us a mid-
morning treat of pastries and 
Robert Coronado from Pizza 

Hut furnished our lunch. 

 

On November 29 at the 10:30 Holy Mount service, our Rector presided over the rededication of 
our Brotherhood of St. Andrew chapter.  Our current roster has fourteen active members.  Sev-
eral members were present to participate in the renewal of our commitment to the Brotherhood 

and to our church. 
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      FOOD BANK 

 

Please don’t forget to bring 
your contributions for the 
Lincoln County food bank.  
This is a time of years when 
food coffers run low. If you 
wish, you may donate 
financially to the Food 
Bank by marking a check 
for that purpose and 
placing it in the collection 
plate. 

 

   Annual Meeting 
 
The annual meeting for the Episcopal Church of Lincoln County will occur 
January 10, 2016.  There will be no chapel services and no 8:00 am service at 
Holy Mount.  Following the 10:30 service, there will be a Pot Luck luncheon.  
Annual reports from all organizations are due to the office no later than January 4 
Those leaving the vestry are Stephen Spencer (St. Matthias), Kelly Robbins 
(St. Anne’s), Judy Preston  and Gary Jackson (Holy Mount). If you would like 
to serve on the Vestry, please speak to a Vestry member, the Rector or call 
the office.   

Toy Drive 
 
Sal and Chely Lopez wish to remind you that the wrapping party for all the toys collected for 
the annual toy drive is set for Saturday, December 12.  We plan to begin around 9:30 am at 
the church.   The following day, December 13, we plan to deliver all the toys and food to the 
families.  This will happen following the 10:30 am service at Holy Mount.   

Discretionary Sunday 

 
Sunday, December 20 will be 
discretionary Sunday for the  
Rector’s discretionary fund.  All 
loose offerings will be for that 
purpose.  You may also desig-
nate a check for that  fund. 



Organ for St. Anne’s 

 

 

 

 

We now have Community 
Suppers for 4 Mondays each 

month:.   
 

Because of conflict with the 
community supper, the ves-
try will meet this month on 
December 15, 2015 for 
their final meeting of the 
year. We will meet at 5.00 
for a last meeting party and 
John Harast will prepare the 

food. 

Lynn Storm, granddaughter of 
Bertha Kennedy Storm, has 
donated an organ and a Hansa 
rosebush to St. Anne's Chapel.  
According to Lynn, the pump 
organ and the bench were used 
by Bertha  many years ago when 

she attended St. Anne’s.  

 Community Suppers 

 

Our Community Supper on No-
vember 9, sponsored by St. Anne’s 
Guild, served more than 100 
meals!    Our next community 
supper is scheduled for De-
cember 14, 2015. The menu is 
roast beef with mashed potatoes 
and gravy, tossed salad, whole 
wheat rolls with butter and choco-
late cupcakes with peppermint 
frosting for dessert.  If you can 
help, there will be a preparation 
period this Sunday afternoon at 
2:00 pm.  The group will meet at 
4:45 pm to serve the meal on 

Monday. 
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Joseph’s Workshop 

 
This has been a very active 
ministry the past few 
months.  Joseph’s Work-
shop really need blankets, 
bedding (except king-
sized), and dishes.   

 

                                                         Calendar for December 

 

Date  Time  Eucharistic Min.  Eucharistic Min. Clergy 

        Lector  

 

12/13  8:00  Tony Martin 

  9:30  Kelly Robbins  (St. Anne’s)    Penn 

  10:30  Pat Delhotal   Imelda Horne 

 

12/16  5:30  Pat Delhotal 

 

12/20  8:00  Gary Jackson 

  9:30  Cathy Jones (St. Anne’s)    Penn 

  10:30  Ginger Gipson  Brenda Restivo 

 

12/23  5:30  Pat Delhotal 

 

12/24  5:00   Service at St. Matthias 

12/24  6:00   Bob Whiteley   Sandy Thomas 

12/24  10:30pm Josie Powell   Tony Martin 

 

12/25  10:30 am Carol Gutierrez (St. Anne’s)   Burgess 

 

12/27  8:00   Sal Lopez   Doug Conley 

  9:30   Carol Gutierrez (St. Anne’s)   Morning Prayer 

  10:30   John Rutherford  Lori Featherstone 



            Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord 
The word "advent," from the 
Latin adventus (Greek parousia), 
means "coming" or "arrival." 
The Advent Season is focused on 
the "coming" of Jesus as Messiah 
(Christ or King). Christian wor-
ship, Bible readings, and prayers 
not only prepare us spiritually 
for Christmas (his first coming), 
but also for his eventual second 
coming. This is why the Bible 
readings during Advent include 
both Old Testament passages 
related to the expected Messiah, 
and New Testament passages 
concerning Jesus' second coming 
as judge of all. Also, passages 
about John the Baptist, the pre-
cursor who prepared the way 
for the Messiah, are read. All of 
these themes are present in 
Episcopal worship during Ad-
vent, which when the Church 
celebrates the liturgy of Advent 

each year, she makes present 
this ancient expectancy of the 
Messiah, for by sharing in the 
long preparation for the Savior's 
first coming, the faithful renew 
their ardent desire for his sec-
ond coming. By celebrating the 
precursor's birth and martyr-
dom, the Church unites herself 
to his desire: "He must increase, 

but I must decrease"  

Since Advent looks forward to 
Christ's birth and Incarnation, it 
is an appropriate way to begin 
the Church Year. However, 
Advent is not part of the Christ-
mas season itself, but a prepara-
tion for it. Thus, Episcopalians do 
not sing Christmas hymns, or 
use Christmas readings, in Mass 
until December 25th, the first 

day of the Christmas season. 

 

 

The liturgical color for Advent is violet (except for the Third Week of 
Advent, often called Gaudete Sunday, in which rose may be used), and the 
season is somewhat penitential, similar to Lent, although not so explicit 
and emphatic. The character of worship during Advent is more solemn, 
quiet, and less festive than during other times of the year. The use of vio-
let reflects the general themes of Advent: penitence (generally expressed 

more in terms of expectant hope) and royalty. . 

Secular culture and many non-Catholic churches celebrate the day 
of Christmas, but take it outside of the context of Advent and Christmas-
tide. However, Christmas is not meant to be an isolated day, but a festival 
of the Incarnation in the midst of the Church year. Christmas is only prop-
erly understood after having the preparation provided by Advent. In the 
midst of the secular excesses leading up to Christmas, Advent provides a 
welcome solace and an opportunity to continually re-orient ourselves to 
God's will as we expectantly wait with patriarchs, prophets, and kings for 
the true meaning of Christmas: the Incarnation of God the Son. 

(downloaded from Christianity.about.com) 

 

Episcopal Church of Lincoln County 
121 Mescalero Trail 
Ruidoso, NM  88345 

Phone:  575-257-2356 
Episcopal@windstream.net 

  

We are on Facebook: 

Episcopal Church in 

Lincoln County 

  

The Three Wise Men heard the news that the baby was born, and so they 
traveled to Bethlehem, bearing gifts of frankincense, myrrh, and gold. 
One came by elephant, one on camel, and the third in his invisible 
jet. #truestory  (Kindergartener at Punahou School in Honolulu) 

Ester and Armando Garcia are inviting eve-
ryone to their house blessing this Saturday, 
December 12 at 3:00 pm.  They live at 109 
Milagro Hills Court.  Refreshments will be 
served.  Please join us. 


