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Episcopal Church in Lincoln 

County Newsletter          
   To be a welcoming congregation, inclusive of 

everyone, inspired by the Holy Spirit and 

educated to live out our Christian faith. 

 

December, 2019 
 

Letter from the Rector 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

As I write this letter, tomorrow, December 6th will be St. 

Nicholas Day.  St. Nicholas is the patron saint of children, 

along with a number of other groups.  Historically, Nicholas 

was the Bishop of Myra who was persecuted under the 

Roman Emperor Diocletian.  Nicholas survived the 

persecution, but died in the year 342.  He is traditionally 

associated with the secret giving of gifts.  The tradition of St. 

Nicholas was brought to New York by Dutch colonists who 

knew him as Sinter Klass, hence our Santa Claus. 

   

If we are talking about St. Nicholas & Santa Claus, it has to 

be close to Christmas.  Christ’s Incarnation is right here.  It 

is time to order Christmas flowers.  Forms will be at the 

crossing on Sunday.  Vicki Conley will be organizing the 

preparation of the greenery for our large wreaths and other 

decorations after the 10:30 service on December 22.  If you 

would like to help, please let Vicki know. 

   

Our Christmas schedule of services is:  St. Matthias 5:00pm 

December 24th, Holy Mount:  6:00pm Dec. 24th & Carols at 

10:00pm followed by Holy Eucharist at 10:30 Dec. 24th. 

 

Our Annual Meeting this year will be later than usual, so that 

the Treasurer can be with us to present the financials.  The 

meeting will be February 2.  Our 10:30 service at Holy 

Mount will be the only service that day.  The meeting will 

follow the service and precede a pot-luck lunch.  Please, 

mark your calendars. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Judy 

 

WHERE DO YOU SIT? 

 
 According to a site called Hub 

Pages, where we sit in church says a lot 

about us as individuals (or couples). Here’s 

what they say: 

 

*Front of the church:  

- don’t like distractions 

- a sign of eagerness, excitement 

- want to be an integral part of the service 

- hear every word 

- more focus, better able to engage in 

worship 

 

*Middle of the church: 

- like to blend in 

- just want to be in the middle of things 

 

*Back of the church: 

- spectators more than energetic 

participants 

- many have a good reason: fidgety kids or 

babies, bladder problems, like to be able to 

slip in and out quickly 

 

Why people often sit in the same seat? 

- comfortable, like old shoes or a robe 

- some prefer left or right side 

 

THE GOOD NEWS? 

 NO MATTER WHERE YOU SIT, 

YOU ARE LOVED AND PART OF OUR 

CHURCH FAMILY. 
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Michael Brett Thompson 
Welcomed & Baptized November 24th  

 
The baptism of little Brett was a special event as he 

was welcomed into the family of God. He is the son 

of Hailey and Garrett Thompson and the grandson 

of Megan and Michael Thompson. Here’s a photo 

of the blessed event: 

 

 
Some of our favorite little girls had a close up view! 

***** 

CHRISTMAS TOYS! 
 The Lopez family is once again 

spearheading the Christmas Toy (and food) drive at 

Holy Mount. Toys can be brought to the church 

office (infant to 10 year age range) by 12/8, then the 

wrapping party will be held on 12/14. Delivery of 

all the gifts will be 12/21.  

 

 There is a need to be met every year and this 

is a great opportunity to help. Names of children 

and their families are obtained from the school 

counselor. Here’s a photo from last year’s wrapping 

party: 

 

 

 

 
 

OUR SCOUT PACK/TROOP 95 
Christmas Shoebox Gift Project 

 
 The first photo shows everyone in Pack and 

Troop 95 in front of the 100 shoeboxes they filled 

with gifts to be given to children in need. The 

refreshments for their packing event were provided 

by the First Christian Church here in Ruidoso. 

 

 
The next two photos shows the scouts receiving 

Badges for the various projects they’re working on.  
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The scouts meet every Monday at 6:00 pm at Holy 

Mount Church. They’ve been a great help at our 

community suppers, another service project for 

them. 

***** 
SPEAKING OF 

COMMUNITY SUPPERS 
 

The November supper may have set a record in the 

amount of meals served …   

 

Here are some photos, the first two of some of our 

scouts helping with silverware and setting up the 

day before the supper. 

 

 

 

 
 

The next photos were taken the night of the supper. 

It was crowded at times and a little chaotic with so 

many people attending … but everyone was fed and 

there were many, many compliments to the chefs! 

 

The Serving Line with eager wait staff! 
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The Drink Station staffed by our friends from the 

Presbyterian Church and a helpful scout. 

 

 
 

Our chef, Bettye, in the background … Josie with 

two of the cleanup crew. 

 

 
 

Seth seemed a little worried at first, that the scouts 

would take over his job if not careful. They really 

enjoyed washing dishes, even the pots and pans! 

Thanks to the kitchen crew, both big and small! 

 

 

 

The December Community Supper, our 80th!, will 

be held on Monday, 12/9. We love all volunteers, 

but even if you can’t volunteer, come eat! The meal 

will be delicious! 

 

***** 

Thanksgiving! 

 
Here’s what our beautiful altar looked like before 

the Advent Season began.  

 

 
 

ADVENT CLASS 

 
Our Rector began an Advent program to study the 

different time periods within the Bible. The class 

will continue on December 8th and 15th. The classes 

are in the parish hall at 9:15 until 10:00 a.m. thus 

allowing people from both the early and later 

service to take part.  

 

Even if you were not able to attend the first two 

classes, you are welcome to join the next ones! 

 

Here’s a photo of the group: 
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Many thanks to Judy for putting this class together. 

 

***** 

Not a Class, but … 

 
The Contemplative Prayer group continues to meet 

in the parish hall at 5:00 pm on Thursdays. YOU 

are welcome to join the group to learn about this 

meaningful method of prayer. 

 

***** 

An Advent Tea 

 
The Daughters of the King are hosting an Advent 

Tea for all the women on Saturday, December 7th at 

noon. RSVP to Brenda at 575 336 2002 if you are 

attending. Photos should appear in the January 

newsletter. 

***** 

Speaking of Women 

 
St. Anne’s Guild will soon be electing new officers. 

The offices to be filled include president, vice-

president, secretary, and treasurer. If interested in 

any of these positions, contact Josie. All women are 

considered members of St. Anne’s Guild. 

***** 

 

A Thanksgiving Reception  

for Doug Weigle 

 
Doug Weigle is moving to Albuquerque but has 

promised to come visit … frequently, we hope. We 

are thankful for his friendship and dedication to our 

church. The reception was held December 1st after 

the service.  He will be missed! 
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IT IS WELL WITH MY SOUL 
 

Our very own, The Rev Don Stafford, is the great 

great (I think it’s two greats) nephew of the man 

who wrote this song. I found this information on 

Facebook recently and found it interesting. 

 

Did you know��The song "It Is Well With My 

Soul" was written by a successful Christian lawyer 

Horatio G. Spafford. His only son died at age 4 in 

1871. In 1872, the great Chicago fire wiped out his 

vast estate. In 1873 he sent his wife & 4 daughters 

over to Europe on a summer trip on the ill fated SS 

Ville du Havre. Since he had a lot of work to do, he 

planned to follow them later. The Ship sank and he 

lost his 4 daughters with the wife being the only 

survivor. She sent him a famous telegram which 

simply read, "SAVED ALONE...." On his return 

home, his Law firm burned down and the insurance 

company refused to pay him. They said "It's an Act 

of God". He had no money to pay for his house and 

no work, so he also lost his house. Then while 

sitting and thinking what's happening to him, being 

a spiritual person, he wrote a song - "Whatever, my 

Lord, You have taught me to say - It is well, it is 

well with my soul". My dear friend, a good attitude 

will determine your altitude. When you look at your 

life, career, job or family life, what do you say? Do 

you praise God? Do you blame the devil? Just sit 

down and say, "Today, God, it is well with my 

soul.”  

 

 
 

Horatio G. Spafford 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 


