
  
 

 

 

 

 

Letter From the Rector 
 

Episcopal Church in 

Lincoln County Newsletter          

   To be a welcoming congregation, inclusive of 
everyone, inspired by the Holy Spirit and 

educated to live out our Christian faith. 

 

JANUARY, 2021 

TIRED OF THE SAME 

OLD NEW YEAR’S 

RESOLUTIONS YOU 

DON’T KEEP??? 
 

Well, no problem! Here, courtesy 

of Realbuzz.com, are some 

different suggestions for 2021 … 

after all, we need a change from 

this past year! 

 

1. Get your photo taken in 5 

interesting places, then share. 

2. Learn a trick … magic, a 

physical contortion (ha!), or a 

mental trick like memorizing the 

alphabet backwards. 

3. Break a record … check out 

Guiness World Records for ideas 

or come up with a family 

challenge you can set a record in. 

4. Make one new friend a month. 

5. Develop a good relationship 

with your own body … change it 

if you like, but accept it. It’s the 

only one you get. 

6. Learn something you never had 

the chance to learn as a child. 

7. Try one new food a week, or a 

month … your choice. 

8. Do something to make the 

usual Unusual. Vow to do 

something a little out of your 

routine every week. Try a new 

coffee flavor, run or walk a 

different route, wear something 

you don’t normally wear, or find 

something to spice up your week. 

Dear Friends, 
 

Happy New Year!  May 2021 be the year that allows us to be 

back together.  Until that time, we will continue to use 

Facebook and Zoom and parking lot communion.  
  
Our Annual Meeting is scheduled for January 17th.  

Please, try to attend either in person, socially distanced & 

masked in the church or by Zoom.   We will send out a 

zoom invitation.  Zoom is not hard to operate, even I can use 

it.  You can download the zoom app. & then just enter the 

meeting id that will be included in your invitation.  We will 

hold the meeting at 11:45 on Sunday, January 17th.  In order 

to have a quorum we have to have at least 16 people.  That is 

the tenth of our membership as determined by last year’s 

parochial report.  The 10% is required by our bylaws.   At the 

annual meeting we will be electing two new members to the 

vestry. Alicia Annala and Doug Conley have agreed to serve.  

The deadline for submitting names has passed, but we need to 

have the meeting, so they can be elected.  We also need to 

elect two delegates and two alternates to convention.  John 

Rutherford and Sal Lopez have agreed to serve another year 

as delegates. 
 

As I write this my mind is still flooded with images from our 

Capitol on Wednesday.   I am still saddened and disgusted by 

images of the capitol building, this great symbol of our 

democracy, being overrun and desecrated by those who dare 

to call themselves patriots.  These people urged on by the 

president himself made an assault on democracy.  They were 

nothing, but rabble and insurrectionists.  I have lived a long 

time, I worked at the Library of Congress, in the shadow of 

the capitol and I have never seen anything like I watched on 

Wednesday.  I saw members of Congress under attack as they 

attempted to carry out their duties under the constitution, their 

offices, the House and Senate chambers desecrated and the 

Capital Building itself ransacked.  Five people, including a 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resolutions continued from p1. 

 

9. Sort out a financial worry. Do you spend a 

fortune on groceries or fuel for your vehicle? Try 

growing a garden, limiting how much or how far 

you drive, make a grocery list and stick to it, or 

some other way to save money. If you have no 

financial worries, perhaps help someone who does? 

10. Do something nice for someone every day. If 

it’s a day in which you happen not to see or talk to 

another person, do something nice just for you! 

***** 

Two Christmas: 1/3/2021 
 

As always, Judy gave us words to think on and live 

by. These are taken from her sermon but are not 

necessarily in order. 

 

She told us that “we’re following Jesus by a 

different path. We worship differently by Facebook, 

meeting with Zoom … but when the usual paths to 

the light (are missing) … God finds a way (for us). 

We all have the ability to pray … to give thanks. 

We can care for one another whether next to them 

or not. We can help one another. We can be there 

for one another. Thanks to God who leads us to the 

Light and always gives us another road (to follow).” 

**** 

OUR ANNUAL MEETING 

JANUARY 17TH!! 
 

The meeting will be held via Zoom or, possibly, in 

person … BUT at least 19 people are required to 

attend in order for the meeting to be official and for 

any voting to be accepted.  

 

Watch for information to come from the church 

office about how to attend this meeting and do your 

best to attend. Instead of only 19, let’s aim for the 

highest attendance ever! Wouldn’t that be nice? 

***** 

 
  

A very very special birthday was celebrated 

by one of our beloved members on January 

4th! Peggy Alford turned 100 years young! 

 

Everyone at ECLC wishes Peggy the very 

best birthday although we hope her actual 

capitol policeman lost their lives. I also saw, 

along with MAGA caps and Trump banners, 

banners saying “Jesus”.  Our Lord was there 

alright, but not on those banners, Christ was 

present.  I see him in tears asking for peace, for 

people to listen to one another, asking us to work 

together and not try to tear this country apart. 
   

Wednesday, when all this happened, was the 

Feast of the Epiphany.  Epiphany is the time when 

the light of Christ is manifested to the world.  I 

promise you that Christ is neither a Democrat nor 

a Republican.   He is not an American.  He is 

Lord of the world without borders.  For Christians 

He must be first in our lives.  We cannot let our 

politics come before our faith.   As Christians we 

have a responsibility to love one another.  We 

need to let the love of Christ be our guiding 

principle.  We need to listen to one another and, 

as our baptismal vows say, respect the dignity of 

every human being.  We need to watch what we 

say and what we post on Facebook or other social 

media.  We need to ask ourselves if what we say 

and do is respectful of other people.  The 

divisions in our country have gone too far and 

become to bitter.  As a new year and a new 

administration begin we need, as Christians right 

here in Lincoln County, to respect other, to treat 

each other with dignity.  It is fine to disagree on 

politics or which style of clothes we like, but it 

isn’t fine to put others down because of what they 

think, how they vote, what they wear or the skin 

color God gave them.  We don’t have to like 

everyone, but we are commanded to love and 

serve all people and with God’s help we can. 
   

God bless all of you and may we be back together 

in the church building soon. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Judy   

 



cake doesn’t have 100 candles on it … 

might be hard to see the cake! 

 

 

 
Alicia was there holding a sign reminding 

people to honk as they passed by. And our 

dear Peggy was good and bundled up, 

wearing her crown, for those who came 

close. HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!! Next year, 

we’ll have a real party for you! 

 

 
Here’s Peggy with her REAL Cake! 

 

 



 
***** 

 

OUR COMMUNITY SUPPERS 

IN 2020 
 
During the year 2020, the Community Suppers 
met all kinds of challenges.  The first couple of 
months we thought 125 people being served in 
the Parish Hall was a busy time. But then we 
had to start "take out" dinners and the quantity 
went up to at least 200 to 350 some 
months.  We even had two months of 2 "to go" 
dinners.  We have served a variety of foods 
Mexican, Italian, casseroles and comfort foods 
like turkey and dressing with all the 
trimmings.  Everyone seems to be happy with 
our menus and delivery of food.   
  
My Community Supper committee is simply 
wonderful!  John Rutherford does not get 
enough thanks for working with me to order 
food for the planned dinners and also receiving 
the Sysco truck loads of food.  Then I have 
several people who are always there to help 
me prepare the dinners, Cecile Kinnan and Niki 
Harast!  The Presbyterian Outreach members 
are great to help pack up everything from 
cobbler to salad on Sunday afternoon.  After 
the food is prepared on Monday, lots of our 
members help box it up...Sandy Thomas, 
Brenda Restivo, Amanda McGinness, Gary 
Jackson, Cecile and Niki along with Rev. 
Judy.  I know I am missing some and thanks to 
them.  The ones standing out in the snow, rain, 
wind and cold are the brave ones...Josie, JB, 
Sandy, Alicia, Amanda, John, Seth and Judy. 
Others have helped in various spots as they 
could with the covid challenges as 
needed.  Willa did a big job of making 
cinnamon/sugar treats for 250 desserts one 
month.  
  
The lack of a in-house kitchen in the next few 
months makes us look forward to the 
completion of the new kitchen. Another 
certified kitchen will be used.  We will still be 
preparing and serving "to-go" dinners  and 
everyone is invited to help in one of the 
area.  We can always use the help!!!!  All 
safety standards are followed. 
  
This is a great community service to those who 
need food and with God's blessings and others 



generous donations we will be able to 
continue. 
  
Bettye McGinness 
Community Supper  
 

MANY MANY THANKS TO BETTYE FOR 
HER LEADERSHIP WITH OUR SUPPERS! 

***** 

DECEMBER’S COMMUNITY 

SUPPER WAS WONDERFUL! 

(as always) 
Can you tell Josie and Alicia are smiling in the 

below photo??? 

 
Two hundred meals were distributed to cars as they 

drove up to the church. Many more were delivered 

out to the Mescalero reservation. All were enjoyed. 

 

As you can tell from the way everyone is bundled 

up in the photos, it was very cold that evening. But 

behind the masks were big smiles and every car’s 

occupants were warmly greeted and given good 

warm meals to take home and enjoy. 

 

 
Community Supper # 94 is January 11th. 

 
 

 

 



 
 

A WORK IN PROGRESS 

At Holy Mount 

 
Unfortunately, demolition comes before rebuilding 

and new construction. Here’s what has been going 

on. 

 
 

Work at Holy Mount is in preparation for the 

construction of the new kitchen and handicapped 

accessible bathroom. If you haven’t driven by or 

gone to the church lately, it’s looking quite 

different! Thanks to Josie for the pics.  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Presto, No More Hole! 



 

YOU CAN PREREGISTER TO 

RECEIVE THE COVID 19 

VACCINE 

 

General Vaccine Information 

 

The New Mexico Department of Health (NMDOH) 

is leading the State of New Mexico’s COVID-19 

vaccination planning and implementation in close 

collaboration with other state agencies, as well as 

public, private and tribal partners throughout the 

state. 

 

Vaccine will be prioritized for frontline health care 

workers in hospital settings. The state will then 

provide vaccine to other frontline healthcare 

workers and first responders, as well as staff and 

residents of nursing homes and other long-term care 

facilities.  This is in line with federal 

recommendations. 

 

This means that not everyone will be able to be 

vaccinated right away, and vaccine may not be 

available to the general public until mid-2021. 

 

YOU can go to either cv.nmhealth.org or to 

cvvaccine.nmhealth.org to sign up and preregister. 

It’s not hard to do. 

***** 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE 2020 
 
Judy reminded us to “look for God in surprising 
places. He makes all of his creation part of 
Him. We’re his hands and feet in the world. Life 
and love will prevail.” 

***** 
 

Spiritual Director’s Corner 
 

Our Prayer Book says in the service for Ash 

Wednesday. “I invite you, therefore, in the name of 

the Church, to the observance of a holy Lent, by 

self-examination and repentance…”  I know that 

Lent is a few weeks off, but I invite you to look 

back at previous years.  Has your journey with our 

Lord Jesus Christ changed over the years, or are you 

essentially in the same relationship with God as you 

were ten years ago?  Here are some questions to ask 

yourself that might encourage you to see your 

relationship to God differently:  

• How am I doing with listening to others?  Am 

I listening to understand others or to figure 

out how to reply?  

• Am I mostly reacting to others, or am I 

reflecting on what my reactions say about 

me? 

• Do I personally engage in a regular spiritual 

practices such as prayer, fasting, reading 

about human nature, following a daily 

reflection, self-denial, reading scripture 

regularly, etc? 

• Have I thought about what keeps me from a 

closer relationship with God and what to do 

about it?  

• Does fear and self-doubt affect my journey 

with God and partnering in doing His work?  

• What is mine to do to work towards a closer 

relationship with God? 

• Does what my parents and other people 

taught me when I was in my formative years 

figure in to the way I see God today?   

• Do I personally experience God’s forgiveness, 

love, and acceptance of me, or do I think of 

God as a hard task master out to trap me in 

my personal failures? 

• Do I think of myself as separate from God, or 

do I experience God’s spirit within me? 

• Do I remember to look for God in everyday 

life? 



Although a Spiritual Director would be unlikely to 

ask you these questions directly, these are a few of 

the questions that might occur to you in Spiritual 

Direction.   Do you ask yourself questions about 

your journey with God? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 


