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Epiphany 2016
Dear Friends,
We are closing the 2015 chapter
of the life of the Episcopal
Church in Lincoln County ad
looking forward to the adventure that will make up the 2016
chapter. Life in the Sprit is a
journey that we travel together.
Exciting things happened in 2015,
and I am sure that God has
equally and perhaps even more
exciting things for us in 2016.
Last year we saw the completion
of the Ben Mason Memorial Bell
Tower, and it was wonderful to
hear the locomotive bell that
was first rung at Holy Mont in
the 1970’s ring again. The Memorial Wall continues to add
plaques. That area has turned
into a lovely garden spot. We
are grateful to Jordan Cameron
for all her work and for her
vision. L We also thank the
Brotherhood of St. Andrew for
financing the new sidewalk from
the parish hall to the church.
Thanks also to Joe Franich and
Seth Burgess for working the
cement.
St. Anne’s and St. Matthias both
received grants from the Diocese for building improvements.
St. Anne’s was able to simplify
their water system and St. Matthias has a new roof. This seems
to have taken care of the long
standing leak in the rook. We
thank Bishop Vono for enabling
these grants. The painting of the
trim on Holy Mount was certainly needed and made a major
difference in its appearance and
gives needed protection for the
wood.
Please remember our buildings
are old and we have constant
maintenance that has to be done.
We thank John Rutherford for
doing many of our smaller repairs on this own. Our volunteers have saved us a significant
amount of money, but there are
major repairs, as well as routine
maintenance that require substantial amounts of money to
keep our buildings in good re-
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pair.
Please remember, as I begin to
write about outreach, that our
buildings are a part of our outreach. They need to be in good
shape, warm and welcoming in
every way. Of course, it is the
people who are the church;, and
our warm welcome to friend or
stranger makes all the difference.
Under the direction of our Deacon, the Rev. Laurie Benavides,
our outreach to the community
has greatly increased. Our community suppers, which we have
been doing for two years and,
have benefited many people. It
is wonderful to see how welcoming our congregation has
been to all whose who attend. If
you have not yet had the opportunity to volunteers to help with
a supper, I would encourage you
to make time to do so. You will
gain as much as you give.
Joseph’s Workshop, which helps
people moving into new living
situations, continues to serve
more and more people. Joseph's
Workshop received a “Hero’s”
Award from HEAL this fall for its
serviced to the community. The
ministry also received a $5000
grant from the Diocesan Poverty
and Outreach Board. We thank
Deacon Laurie, Carol Keys and
John Rutherford for being the
hands-on folks who keep this
going on a daily basis. I also
want to thank all those, both in
the congregation and in the
community, who contribute
items to keep us going.
Of course, we do much outreach to individuals and families
in need through the Rector’s
discretionary fund. Your generous donations are important and
appreciated. I won’t forget Sal
Lopez's toy drive, which serves

more and mores families each year.
This has certainly become a yearly
event and many families count on the
toys and food to make their Christmas.
This year, through the SE Deanery, we
successfully collected linen for Casa
Hogas orphanage in Ijinaga, Mexico. St.
Anne’s Guild and the entire parish
work very hard on the Christmas in
July Sale and that money serves to
meet many more needs. Our outreach
is very impressive. Thanks to all for
being so supportive of these ministries.
I want to thank Ron Preston, once
again, for this work in Stewardship. In
spite of Ron’s hard work and your
giving, we are facing a deficit budget for
the second year in a row. Our ministries run on a shoe string. I am not
receiving a raise this year. Our organist and choir director work without
Pay. We all know that John Rutherford’s contribution to ECLC is far beyond any correlation to his pay. We
must find ways to increase our income,
if we are to maintain what we have. I
ask that you hold this situation in your
prayers.
Thanks also to St. Anne’s Guild for
their generosity to the church. Also,
thanks to the Brotherhood of St. Andrew for their monthly breakfast to
raise money as well as Sal and Chely
Lopez for their monthly funding breakfast.
There are several other I need to
thank: The knitters whose prayer
shawls have brought comfort to many.
They also did special knitting for the
November Craft Show and donated
the proceeds to the church. The vestry
members, the choir and organist, The
Daughters of the King, and LEMS and
Lectors.
Thanks to the congregations for your
ministries. Please pray for ECLS and
God’s Ministry
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Safeguarding Gods Children
Please refer to the website
of the Diocese of Rio
Grande to access the required on-line trainings
you are have to take .
LEM and Eucharist Visitors licenses
These need to be renewed.
Please see Deacon Laurie
if you are unable to download the forms from the
website.
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New Vestry for 2016
(Sterling Spencer not pictured)

The Episcopal Church of Lincoln County held their annual meeting on January 10, 2016. First order of business
was the election of vestry members. Outgoing vestry
members this year were Stephen Spencer, Kelly Robbins,
Gary Jackson and Judy Preston. Elected were Sterling
Spencer to represent St. Matthias, Josie Powell to represent St. Anne’s, Mary Aigner, and Imelda Horne. A vestry meeting was held immediately after the Annual Meeting’s Potluck, and Marilyn Orr was elected Senior Warden with John Harast continuing as Junior Warden.
We have hired a grant-writer! Steve
Duffy has been hired to write grants for
High Mountain Youth Project. Also,
please visit our new web page for up-todate information:

highmountainyouth.org

Reminders
Discretionary Sunday the third Sunday of each month.:
The loose offering
will go into the
Rector’s discretionary Fund. We are
also collecting for
Soldier Smiles and
The Lincoln County Food Bank.

Brotherhood of St. Andrew will meet at 8:30 am
Saturday, February 6, 2016 at
Cree Meadows.

Ultreya

A group of parishioners and
from ECLC and St. Eleanor’s
who have been to Cursillo,
Walk to Emmaus, or TresDias
renewal weekend attended an
Ultreya hosted by Deacon
Laurie and Roy Benavides. A
light meal followed. Sixteen
people participated, including
three applicants who plan to
attend a Cursillo planned at
Bosque ward. Time to reacti-

Annual Meeting 2016
Snow Slam scheduled for the
Breakfasts
January
15 weekend, has been
canceled due to lack of male
chaperones.
Brotherhood of St. An-

drew: 1st Sunday of
each month
What is Ultreya?
Chely and Sal Lopez:
In a climate of friendship, mem- 3rd Sunday of each
bers share their life experiences
month.
based on the three tenets of
Cursillo life: i.e.: Prayer, Study Both are following the
8:00 am service.
and Action, or based on a passage from Scripture. This sharing can be contemplative in
nature or may deal with an
evangelizing experience. These
sharings from real-life experiences, serve as examples to all
of us of the challenge which
Jesus lays before His followers:
"Go and do likewise
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Potluck Following Annual Meeting
Contact:
Please visit our web
page at
www.eclc.us

Note from newsletter
editor:
Due to the turnaround
time it takes to prepare
and distribute the newsVisit out Face book page letter, please send in
your reminders at least
updated regularly by
two weeks in advance.
Josie Powell
Please submit any
pictures or articles for
upcoming newsletters.

You may rely on the
bulletin and e-mails to
apprise you of more immediate events.

Cursillo June 23-26 at the Bosque Center
What is Cursillo?
an opportunity to grow in
faith and in spirituality
a deeper understanding of
the teachings of Jesus and
how we can serve Him.
an experience of living and
sharing with others in a loving and caring Christian
community and realizing
that this can be extended
into our own environment

a continuing community
that gives support and encouragement to help Christians carry out their Baptismal Vows.
The Weekend:

Cursillo includes a threeday weekend that begins on
Thursday evening and concludes on Sunday. The
weekend includes fifteen

talks, five meditations and a
Eucharist every day.
The Cursillo weekend is not
a retreat, but an opportunity
to meet clergy and laity
seeking to strengthen our
faith. It provides an environment to experience the reality of the gift of God’s love
through shared prayer, individual meditation, worship,
study, fellowship, laughter,

Are there Cursillo Secrets? You
may have been told by some
who have attended the weekend
that they can't tell you what Cursillo is all about or what goes on
during a weekend. This is not
true! Everything that goes on
during the weekend may be told
to anyone. Cursillo literature is
available to anyone. If you are
interested in attending or
learning more about this
event, please contact Rev. Judy or Deacon Laurie.

Lay reader Schedule
for St. Anne’s
17-Jan
24-Jan
31-Jan
7-Feb
14-Feb
21-Feb

Kelly Robbins

Penn

Cathy Jones

Spafford

Carol Gutierrez

Penn

Kelly Robbins

Morning Prayer

Cathy Jones

Penn

Carol Gutierrez

Burgess

Episcopal Church of Lincoln County
To be a welcoming congregation, inclusive of
everyone, inspired by the Holy Spirit and
educated to live our Christian faith.
Episcopal Church of Lincoln County
121 Mescalero Trail
575-257-2356
575-257-5088
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Holy Mount Schedule
Date
Time
17-Jan
8:00 am
10:30 am
20-Jan
5:30 pm
24-Jan
8:00 am
10:30 am
27-Jan
5:30 pm
31-Jan
8:00 am
10:30 am
3-February
5:30 pm
7-Feb
8:00 am
10:30 am
10-Feb (Ash Wed)
12:00 noon
7:00 pm
14-Feb
8:00 am
10:30 am
17-Feb
5:30 pm
21-Feb

Eucharist Min.

Eucharist Min/
Lector

Gary Jackson
Lori Featherstone

Ron Aigner

Mary Aigner
Tony Martin
Mary Aigner

Brenda Restivo/
Sydney Calhoun

Imelda Horne
Sal Lopez
Ginger Gipson

Doug Conley
Pat Delhotal

Mary Aigner
Ron Annala
Mike Buechter

Josie Powell

Imelda Horne
Josie Powell
Tony Martin
Pat Delhotel

Imelda Horne

Gary Jackson
Bob Whiteley
Ginger Gipson

Brenda Restivo/Sydney
Calhoun

8:00 am
10:30 am
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