Episcopal Church in Lincoln
County Newsletter
To be a welcoming congregation, inclusive of everyone, inspired by the Holy Spirit
and educated to live out our Christian faith.
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Tidbits about July 4th
July 2, 1776 was the date on
which the Continental Congress voted in
favor of independence. Two days later,
delegates from all 13 colonies adopted
the Declaration of Independence, written
by Thomas Jefferson. Since that time,
we’ve celebrated July 4th as the birthday
of American independence … it became
an official federal holiday in 1941.
In 1776, when independence was
still very new, some of the colonists held
mock funerals for the monarch, King
George III, to symbolize the end of his
hold on America and to celebrate the
triumph of liberty. George Washington
ordered double rum rations for all
soldiers as a celebration of independence
in 1778 and Massachusetts was the first
state to declare July 4th a holiday in 1781.
John Adams disagreed with the
date of celebration and believed July 2nd
was the correct date instead. He wrote to
his wife that July 2nd “will be celebrated
by succeeding Generations, as the great
anniversary Festival” to include “Pomp
and Parade … Games, Sports, Guns,
Bells, Bonfires and Illuminations from
one End of this Continent to the other.”
After July 4th was chosen instead
of the 2nd, John Adams refused
invitations to appear at July 4th events as
a protest. Coincidentally, both John
Adams and Thomas Jefferson died on
July 4, 1826 … 50 years after the
adoption of the Declaration of
Independence.

RECTOR’S NOTE
Dear Friends:
We had a wonderful visit from Bishop Vono last
Sunday. We are pleased to welcome Jeffrey and Rebecca
Ford and Armando Garcia into full membership in the
Episcopal Church. Jeffrey & Rebecca were confirmed and
Armando was received. All the services, both at Holy
Mount and at St. Matthias, went wonderfully. Our choir at
10:30 was outstanding. The Bishop commented that our
choir is better every time he hears them. Our new banner for
ECLC was unveiled and blessed by the Bishop. It is a
beautiful work of art. Both the potluck following the 10:30
service and the reception after the St. Matthias service were
wonderful times of fellowship. The 8:00 congregation
enjoyed their coffee time with the Bishop following that
service. Of course, they enjoy their coffee hour every week.
All in all, it was wonderful to worship God with our Bishop
and with one another. This is the last official visit we will
have from Bishop Vono. He plans to retire in the fall. Our
new Bishop will be Michael Hunn. Please keep them both in
your prayers as they prepare to enter these new phases of
their lives.
We thank whoever donated the landscaping for Holy
Mount. It looks great! Thank you for your generosity and
we thank Conley’s nursery for the work.
Please, remember that everyone is invited to Seth’s
70th birthday party on July 6th. The main dish is brisket.
Please, bring a side dish and a lawn chair and join us from
5-8 at 134 Hillcrest Loop in Capitan. No presents, please.
Yours in Christ,
Judy
(FYI … the index is on page 2. Ran out of room!)
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Coincidentally, we
learned that Seth and Michael
are from the same town in
Rhode Island and were born
at the same hospital! They
never met until New Mexico,
however.
We all enjoyed having
him with us and wish him the
very best in his retirement.
Here are some photos from
the weekend with Bishop
Michael. See who you can
identify!
And many thanks to
Josie for once again, being
our faithful photographer.

BISHOP MICHAEL
WAS WITH US FOR
A PASTORAL VISIT
Those of us who
attended services at either Holy
Mount or St. Matthias on June
24th, had the pleasure of seeing
Bishop Michael for his final
pastoral visit as Diocesan
Bishop. He will be retiring this
fall and our Bishop-Elect, also
named Michael, will then take
over in his place. Michael Vono
seemed to enjoy his visit with
us and as always, was gracious
and friendly to all. His sermon
was about how life is like “the
space between full and empty”
… a metaphor he took from a
gasoline commercial. The
phrase struck him as meaningful
for us Christians.
There was a vestry
dinner for him and the
confirmands on Saturday
evening, he presided at both
Holy Mount services on Sunday
followed by a potluck, and then
out to Carrizozo to be at St.
Matthias in the early afternoon.

BISHOP CONFIRMS
One of the primary
responsibilities of the Bishop, is
to bring new members into the
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church. So, although they’ve all
been part of the Holy Mount
family for some time, Bishop
Michael confirmed Rebecca and
Jeff Ford and received Armando
Garcia. So now, they are all
officially Episcopalians!

DID YOU KNOW?
We all love our national
anthem, the Star Spangled
Banner … although a few of the
mangled renditions given at
sporting and other events can be
painful to our ears … but here
are “9 Things You May Not
Know …” from the History
Channel website, about our
national anthem.
1. It was written by Francis
Scott Key (an Episcopalian) as
song lyrics … but he intended it
to be sung with a melody called,
“To Anacreon in Heaven” and
the rhyme/meter fit that tune
exactly. This song was an
English tune, a theme song for
the “upper-crust Anacreontic
Society of London” and very
popular in pubs.
2. Key was not a prisoner on a
British warship when he wrote
the lyrics. He was an attorney
and was on board the British
ship Tonnant, negotiating for
the release of a prominent
surgeon, Dr. Wm. Beanes. On
9/7/1875, he and another lawyer
boarded the British ship where
they dined and secured the

prisoner’s release … with one
caveat. They agreed to wait on
the ship until after the British
bombarded Baltimore and so,
stayed aboard until 9/10/1875.
3. The massive flag Key saw in
the morning after the Battle of
Baltimore, was probably not
flown throughout the night. It
was 30’x42’ and made of wool,
requiring 11 men to hoist it
when dry. If waterlogged from
rain, it would weigh about 500
lbs and break the flagpole so a
smaller “storm flag” was used
instead. The larger, dry flag,
was believed to be hung in the
morning after the storm.
4. The original title, first printed
in September on broadsides and
in Baltimore newspapers, was
“Defence of Fort M’Henry”. In
November, sheet music was
printed under the name, The
Star-Spangled Banner.
5. It became our national
anthem, after 40 failed attempts
by Congress, in 1931.
6. There are four verses and
they all end with the same line,
“O’er the land of the free and
the home of the brave.” A poet,
Oliver Wendell Holmes, wrote
a 5th verse in 1861 to support
the Union cause in the Civil
War. Traditionally, only the 1st
verse is sung though.
7. The anthem was one of the
most popular patriotic songs
sung during the War of 1812 …
but the author, Key, opposed
that war at the start. He called
the conflict “abominable” and
“a lump of wickedness.” Later,
after the British raids on
Chesapeake Bay, he softened
and even served in a wartime
militia.
8. Although not a politician,
Key was a prominent lawyer in
Washington, D.C. and was

appointed U.S. States Attorney
in 1833. He argued over 100
cases before the Supreme Court.
9. Key was most likely tone
deaf, couldn’t carry a tune, and
was considered a “middling
poet.” The Star Spangled
Banner is basically a “one hit
wonder.”
*****
SOMEONE DEFINITELY
NOT TONE DEAF!
Holy Mount is ever so fortunate
and blessed to have the amazing
talent of Marilyn Orr at the
organ and piano on Sundays
and special services. In addition
to her musical talent, she is
simply a great person and very
much appreciated!
*****
Marilyn shared the following
about herself:
The first service I attended at Holy
Mount was the Easter Vigil in
1995. I was in graduate school at
St. John’s College in Santa Fe and
came down to Ruidoso to be with
my mother and dad during the
holiday. The Good Friday service
was very moving and I wanted to
attend the Easter Vigil early
Sunday morning. Dad
volunteered to come with me, but
neither of us had ever done the
Easter Vigil and did not realize
that it was the vigil PLUS the
regular service. We were both
exhausted and exhilarated.
When I moved to Ruidoso in 2001
ostensibly to take care of Mom
and Dad (people know how well
that has worked for me!), Danny
Flores invited me to Holy Mount
to sing in the choir and I have
been enjoying the people and the
music ever since.
My first experience in an Episcopal
church was at St. James in my
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hometown of Monahans, Texas.
In 1984, I was out of college, my
Baptist Sunday School class was
puzzled with my questions and
comments, and the small
Episcopal church asked me to be
their organist. I told them that I
didn’t know how to play the
organ, but they said they didn’t
care — would I just come and help
with music. After I played all of
the easy J.S. Bach that I knew in
one service (ONE service!), I was
hooked. It took several years for
me to understand the liturgy (the
colors and service music kept
changing . . . why?) and I had to
really adjust my schedule for
Christmas music. (Not after
Thanksgiving?) The small
congregation of St. James was
very patient and loving, and soon I
came to love the discipline and
dignity of the liturgical service.
After graduate school, I moved to
Odessa where I attended St.
Barnabas and became involved
with the choir, the Alpha class,
helped with the Jr. High Sunday
School, and attended
confirmation classes. When I
realized that the history and
literature and philosophy that I
loved so much was all included in
one beautiful service, I decided
that this was the church for me. I
was confirmed in 1997 by Bishop
Hulsey. After the choir director
and organist moved, a friend and I
shared organ duties on the
wonderful (and intimidating) pipe
organ. I discovered that I was a
better choir director than
organist, so we divided the jobs.
This included choosing hymns
which was difficult until I figured
out that there was a scriptural
theme for every service and the
hymns simply had to match the
overall theme. This became some
of the best Bible study I have ever

done. Even today I wonder if the
members of Holy Mount realize
that the hymns should reinforce
the scripture readings. (Should I
make a test for each Sunday?)
Living in Ruidoso is a dream come
true even though I am busier than
I often want to be. Teaching
English and history at the high
school consumes the majority of
my time, but I love to work with
the church choir, share time with
my family, read books out of my
fabulous library, listen to good
music, travel when I can, and
spend time on the deck with
friends. Life is good and I am very
blessed.
*****

Here’s some organist humor
sent by Marilyn … ENJOY!

*****

JOSEPH’S
WORKSHOP NEEDS
A very generous and
anonymous donor has given
beds and blankets to Joseph’s
Workshop and as of mid-June,
over 60 beds had been given to
those in need (since Sept. of
2017). Donations are still
needed though, especially for
these items: chests of drawers,
towels, sheets (twin to queen
size), and dining or kitchen
tables. I would guess chairs to
go with tables are needed as
well. This is an important
mission for ECLC and we thank
everyone who donates or helps
with deliveries or pickups.
Carol Keys will be out
of town during August and part
of September. Connie Thornton
has graciously volunteered to
take over in Carol’s absence.
Here’s a photo of her with Carol
… say hi if you see her and
thank her for her generosity.

*****
DO YOU COOK?
You don’t have to cook only
red, white, and blue food to find
our ECLC Cookbook inspiring.
They are available for sale in
the parish hall or office … so if
you haven’t purchased one or
more yet, you need to do so!
They make great gifts too.
*****
FYI
1. July’s healing service will not
be held on the first Wednesday
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because of the holiday. It will
be held July 11th instead.
2. Fred French recommends the
movie, “Paul”, which is about
Saint Paul. He found it available
on ETV (a feature of Direct TV)
but it might be available
through other services.
3. The Pet Blessing will be held
August 25th at Holy Mount.

RELIGIONS IN 1776
Here are some interesting stats
about our Founding Father’s
religious preferences. Many of
them signed all three of the
three main documents
(Declaration of Independence
July, 1776; Articles of
Confederation, drafted 1777,
ratified 1778; and the
Constitution of the United
States of America, 1789).
So … out of 204 total Founding
Fathers:
- 88, or 54.7% were
Episcopalian/Anglican
- 30 or 18.6% were Presbyterian
- 27 or 16.8% were
Congregationalist
- 7 or 4.3% were Quaker
- 6 were Dutch or German
Reformed
- 5 were Lutheran
- 3 each were Catholic,
Huguenot, or Unitarian
- 2 were Methodist
- and 1 was Calvinist
Specific to the Declaration of
Independence, of the 56 signers,
four were current or former
clergy, and several were the
sons of preachers. Thirty two of
them, or 57.1%, were
Episcopalian/Anglican.
*****

Are You Screaming
for
Ice Cream?
If you haven’t yet dusted off
your ice cream maker or found
your favorite ice cream recipe
(or looked online for one) …
you have time to do both! But
do mark your calendar for
August 4th … when the first
ECLC Ice Cream Social will be
held at the McLeod home,
starting at 5:00 p.m. The event
is being held in honor of their
25th wedding anniversary!

BANNER BLESSED!
Our new ECLC Banner was
blessed by Bishop Michael at
the 10:30 Holy Mount Service
on June 24th. The banner was
designed (and mostly made) by
Vicki Conley with some sewing
help from Pat Tate, Sandy
Thomas, Imelda Horne, Carol
Gutierrez, and Mary Aigner.
Here’s are two photos of
the banner with some of those
who helped Vicky make it.

If you can’t make ice cream,
bring along some cookies if you
can. If you can do neither, bring
your appetite! Here are the
directions to their home:
Take Route 48 towards Alto.
Continue past the Flying J to
NM 220 (aka Airport Road),
travel 2.4 miles. Country Lane
is on the left, mailboxes and
blue sign are there. The
McLeod home is at the end of
the road on the right. 175
Country Lane.

FYI … the banner will be
carried in the processional for
the consecration of the new
Bishop.
*****

LANDSCAPING
FYI … there will be a friendly
competition for the best
homemade ice cream. Bragging
rights only will be awarded!
*****

If you attend services at Holy
Mount, you’ve noticed the new
landscaping out front and near
the bell tower. A very generous
anonymous donor contacted
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CHANGES AT HOLY
MOUNT
Hopefully by this time next
week we should have air
conditioning installed in the
Holy Mount parish hall.
Conley’s Nursery and made all
the arrangements. We give
thanks to whoever you are that
made this donation … the
results look great!
*****

CHRISTMAS? IN
JULY?
Do not forget the
Christmas in July Bazaar
and Garage Sale! It’s on
Saturday, July 21st and
starts at 8:00 a.m. We
would like to have your
donations in by the week
before the sale … check
with Josie if you have
something after that.

Foyer Groups
A sign up sheet to join in a
Foyer Group (or dinner group)
is on the white board in the
Holy Mount parish hall. They
will kick off sometime after
Labor Day … so you still have
time to put your name on the
list for this fun, social activity.
It’s a good way to get to know
others in your church family.
*****

COMMUNITY
SUPPER
July 9th is the date for the next
Community Supper … hope to
see you there as a volunteer! It’s
a wonderful opportunity to
serve our community and meet
new people. Also, we’ve been
fortunate to have the First
Presbyterian Church donate
both some money towards our
suppers and to send volunteers
to help us. So, be sure to give
them a warm welcome!
Remember that they may not be
familiar with the supper routine,
so if you see anyone looking a
little lost of confused, help them
out.
*****

but wanted to particularly thank
Josie for the Facebook site she
is so good at keeping up.
Thanks, too, to Seth for doing
our website … although he is
looking for someone to take this
endeavor over. If you have an
interest in doing so, please
contact him.
*****

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew
has raised much of the money
used for this along with the help
of two anonymous donors.
Another change that you may or
may not notice, is that the
Vestry approved an upgrade to
our security system. We felt this
was necessary for the safety of
our members and visitors, plus
to protect the building and
contents.
*****

Volunteers are needed as
always. Keep in mind that
this is the biggest fund
raiser for St. Anne’s Guild
and our church. Last year,
we raised just over $12,000
with this wonderful project.
There will be a luncheon,
too.
This is a great time to buy
your T-Shirt.

THANK YOUs
So many of you do so much at
all three locations of ECLC …
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