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WELCOME BACK! 
Those of us lucky enough to live full 
time in Lincoln County are so happy 
when our old (and new) friends arrive 
for the summer months. Y’all (for those 
coming from Texas) are like a breath of 
fresh air and no matter where else you 
hang your hat … we are glad to have 
you!! 
 
If you’re new coming to the mountains, 
you may not realize that besides Holy 
Mount, we have two chapels at which 
you can worship. St. Matthias is in 
Carrizozo and our members there are 
friendly and would love to have you 
attend their service. While in Carrizozo, 
check out the art and photo galleries. 
Sometimes, they have music events in 
town too. St. Anne’s Chapel is in 
Glencoe, about a 20 minute drive from 
Ruidoso going east towards Roswell … 
it’s a historic building, rich in history. 
They, too, love having other members 
and visitors at a service.  
 
You also may not know that at Holy 
Mount, there are Wednesday evening 
services with a healing service held 
once a month on the first Wednesday. 
An exception will be made in July 
because the 4th is on a Wednesday so 
for that month, it will be held the 
second week. This healing service is 
especially meaningful to those who 
attend. 

 

RECTOR’s REPORT (June 7, 2018) 

 
Dear Friends: 
 I was disturbed this week by hearing the news of 
another televangelist, this time Jesse Deplants, asking for 
millions of dollars ($54 million) for a Falcon 7X private jet. 
He says God told him he needs the plane. Duplants preaches 
the prosperity gospel which says that if you give him money 
towards his plane, you will receive material rewards in return. 
In other words, give him money and God will give anything 
you ask for. Duplants also says that today Jesus would not 
come riding on a donkey. 
 It would be hard to convince me that the Jesus of the 
gospels would spend even a million, let alone $54 million on 
an airplane. There are many places in the world where we 
would do well to look for Jesus on a donkey or walking 
behind oxen holding on to the plow. Perhaps we would meet 
him in the face of a woman collecting wood to sell in order to 
feed her family for another day. 
 In this country we may see him in the eyes of those 
who live in fear of losing a child to drugs or alcohol. Look 
and see him in the tears of those who have lost a child in a 
school shooting. Look for him in the sorrow of a child who 
has lost a parent because she went to a prayer group and never 
came home.  
 
(Continued on page 2) 
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Rector’s Report Continued: 

 
 Next time we travel on a commercial plane 
or bus, I hope we will look at those around us, not 
as “demons” (to quote Kenneth Copeland), but as 
people like us, children of God. We all have our 
sorrows and our joys and we all can be assured thatJ 
Jesus loves us. 
 The great theologian, Karl Barth, when 
asked what he had come to know about God 
through all his writings and study, said, “Jesus loves 
me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.” To know 
the love of Jesus Christ, we do not need a $54 
million dollar airplane or any material thing. We 
need only to open our hearts to the love of God 
which is always there for us. We need to share that 
love where we are. We do not have to travel the 
whole world, Jesus did not do that, and still his 
message of compassion, of love and forgiveness has 
reached around the world. We simply need to share 
his love with everyone we meet, because as 
Christians, it is in Christ that we live and move and 
have our being. 
 
Yours in Christ, Judy 

***** 
We Welcome our Bishop 

Bishop Vono will be in Lincoln County this month. 
He will be at both the 8:00 and 10:30 services at 
Holy Mount on June 24th, then will do a service at 
St. Matthias in Carrizozo at 2:00 p.m. that same 
day. If you want to be confirmed, received, or 
baptized  … contact our Rector, Judy, or call the 
office. Let’s give him a warm ECLC welcome! 

***** 

Goodbye and Good WishesFollow 
Two Couples in Their Moves 

 
 Long time members, retired Rev. Herb 
Robbins and his wonderful wife, Kelly, have moved 
to Oregon. Both were active in ECLC over the years 
in many capacities. Their son is pictured in the 
photo above and he is very happy to have them 
there. They would love to hear from friends.  
  
 Phone numbers have not changed, but here 
they are if you don’t have them: Kelly 575 973 
8751, and Herb 575 937 9974. Their email address 
is: herbrobbins@hotmail. And their physical 

address is now: 14736 SE Page Park Court, Happy 
Valley, OR 97086. We hope their new life in 
Oregon fits the name of where they now live … 
Happy Valley.  

 

 
 
 The second couple weren’t members as long 
as the Robbin’s, but also had a big impact on 
ECLC, particularly at Holy Mount. Jerry Gowler 
was our Choir Director (following Danny Flores 
moving to Colorado) and did a wonderful job … 
particularly in teaching choir members. Some of his 
lessons included: 1) the proper way to pronounce 
words … Lawd for Lord, duhsire instead of desire, 
etc. 2) rarely sing an “R” but when you do, to roll it, 
3) that “ka-ching” is a not so well known musical 
term, and 4) singing in our choir is fun.  
  
 Mickey Gowler was one of our choir 
members, with the ability to sing Alto or Soprano 
and the ability to understand what Jerry was trying 
to tell us. Young grandchildren enticed them to 
move back to the Lubbock area although both have 
promised to visit often … especially during the rare 
hot weather in Texas (ha!). Here’s a photo on the 
next page of the choir taken one Sunday with both 
Jerry and Mickey. (Looks like someone snuck this 
photo during the Nicene Creed reading … oops!)  
  
We will all miss seeing the friendly faces of Kelly 
and Herb, and Mickey and Jerry … but wish them 
all the very best life can offer in their new homes. 
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The Choir Needs You! 
 We really need a few more voices to add to 
our joyful noise … especially sopranos and tenors. 
Our summer members/visitors are welcome to join 
us even if for a short time while in Lincoln County. 
It’s fun and we’re a great group! Contact the office, 
Marilyn, Sam Ponder (our new director), or any of 
the choir members if you’d like to join … OR just 
show up for practice on Thursday evening at 6:30 
pm or Sunday morning at 9:30 am. We would love 
to have your voice blend in with the rest of us. 

***** 

Godspeed to Two  
 James and Imelda Horne are moving at the 
end of June to Kerrville, TX. They have both made 
huge contributions of their time and talents to 
ECLC in so many ways … but will be missed for 
their smiles and friendship. There will be 
refreshments in their honor after the 10:30 service at 
Holy Mount on June 17th (Father’s Day).  
 We all wish them the very best, hope their 
move is uneventful, and that they’ll decide to 
vacation in Lincoln County on occasion! 

***** 

Were You There? 
 On May 19th, were you perched in front of 
your television watching the fabled Royal 

Wedding? If so, you were not alone as millions of 
people around the world watched the apparently 
spectacular event (your editor was not one of them). 
 But even if you didn’t watch, you may have 
seen a clip or even watched the entire homily given 
at the wedding by our very own Presiding Bishop, 
Michael Curry. His sermon was on the importance 
of love. Scott Gunn, a contributor to Fox News, 

wrote under this headline: “IF YOU LIKED THE 
ROYAL WEDDING SERMON ON SATURDAY, 
GO TO CHURCH ON SUNDAY”. If you didn’t 
get a chance to hear Curry’s message, it can be 
found online. I first saw quotes from it on Twitter. 
 Gunn wrote the following: “Of course, 
Bishop Curry, as amazing as he is, isn’t the reason 
people found the sermon moving. It was not the 
preacher, but the subject that moved people’s 
hearts. We’re all yearning to know that we are 
loved, that our lives have purpose, and that the 
world can be transformed. That’s the power of love, 
and that’s exactly what Bishop Curry spoke about. 
 Don’t let this moment pass you by. Don’t let 
love be reduced to a fleeting feeling. Let love sweep 
your life and change you. Come to church. Meet 
people who, like Bishop Curry, are serious about 
love.” Gunn goes on to say that before going to 
church you need to realize that the preacher may not 
be as skilled as Bishop Curry, that the music and 
ceremony not as impressive as the royal wedding, 
you probably won’t meet any celebrities, and not a 
lot of fancy outfits (or hats). He states that “you’ll 
find a community of people trying to figure out 
what it means to live meaningful lives rooted in 
redemptive love. The church … won’t be perfect. 
That’s the point. The gospel of Jesus Christ begins 
in imperfection. You and I are broken. We have 
sinned, and we’ll do it again. But the love of God in 
Jesus Christ can make us whole.” 
 Gunn writes that in our churches, we hear 
and learn the Gospel. We learn that hope, love, 
mercy, and justice have the last word over violence, 
hatred, and poverty. This is what Bishop Curry 
preached about, “redemptive love” … a love we 
experience in church.  
 Another quote from Gunn: “I’m head over 
heels in love with the Anglican traditions of the 
Episcopal Church. We saw glimpses of this at the 
royal wedding. We pray ancient, lovely prayers. We 
hear and preach the word of God. We receive the 
sacraments. And we engage in the real problems of 
the world with the boldness and truth of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ.”  

***** 
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What’s that old saying? I scream, you scream, we 
all scream for ice cream? Well, your mouth may be 
too full to scream but an Ice Cream Social is being 
planned for August 4th. Lou and Doug McLeod 
have generously offered their home in honor of their 
25th wedding anniversary … which occurs the day 
before. Details will be in the July newsletter but 
mark your calendars for this event, which will most 
likely feature … ice cream! And probably some 
cake or cookies to go along with it. 
 In anticipation of this event, brush off your 
ice cream maker, find your best recipe, and buy 
some rock salt. You’ll be able to vote for your 
favorite ice cream and although there won’t be an 
official prize, the creator(s) can have bragging 
rights as the ECLC Ice Cream Champion.  
 Many thanks to the McLeod’s for their 
generous offer to host this fun event. We hope they 
have a wonderful anniversary and will celebrate it 
with them at the social. 

***** 

More Food? 

 
 On the second Monday in June, which is the 
11th, we will have our Community Supper! The 
featured entrée this month will be pulled pork. As 
always, volunteers are needed in many capacities 
from table host, to serving the food, to dishing up 
the food on to plates, cleanup, and helping the 
cooks. There will be signup sheets on the 
whiteboard in the parish hall but you can just show 

up June 11th about 4:45 p.m. and be welcomed as a 
supper volunteer.  
 The summer months typically have more 
than a hundred people (110 about the maximum last 
year) so we anticipate a lot of hungry folks. If 
you’ve never helped with this endeavor before, you 
will be fed also. It’s a lot of work, but a lot of fun, 
and you’ll be glad you were there! 

***** 
Input by Women Requested 

The Women’s Ministry (WM) of our Diocese is 
asking for the women in our Diocese to think about 
what the Women’s Ministry means to you and to 
share that on their website 
(VarietiesOfGifts.blogspot.com) or on their 
Facebook page (WomensMinistryOfDRG). A 
survey was supposed to be emailed out in May or 
you can share ideas with Cindy Davis, who is the 
coordinator (cynthiadavisauthor@gmail.com). If 
you want to have a role in the WM, contact Cindy.  
 Also, the WM is hosting an event August 
17-18 at the Bosque Center in Albuquerque, called 
Boldly Forward. The lives of some of the women in 
the Bible will be looked at and time will be spent 
developing a vision for the future. They plan to 
discover new and to continue other opportunities for 
retreats, outreach, inclusion of women of all ages, 
and worship. The goal is to find what inspiration we 
can offer in all these areas. Contact Cindy Davis at 
the above email address if you’d like to attend. 

***** 

Aren’t We Cool? 
 You may not always feel cool but soon you 
will … in our parish hall at Holy Mount! BOSA has 
generously donated funds to provide air 
conditioning for the hall and we hope it will be 
installed within the next week. Cross your fingers! 
Thank you to BOSA for their hard work raising this 
money. 

***** 

Give a Warm Welcome to Sam! 

 
 The choir is thrilled to have Sam Ponder 
agree to be our new Director! He is a talented 
musician who has not only played music (we heard 
him play the trumpet on Easter), but who directed 
choirs, and taught music courses around the country 
during his music career. Sam is funny, friendly, and 
enthusiastic. He even has a doctorate in Brass 
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Pedagogy with a minor in Choir. Our former 
director recommended Sam and we are so glad to 
have him lead us. If you’re out and about, you’ll 
often see Sam at Sacred Grounds Coffee Shop or 
the new Glencoe Brewery that he manages. 
Wherever you see Sam, give him a warm welcome!  
 

 
***** 

 
Some Fun Days to Celebrate in June! 

 Since this newsletter didn’t get out on the 
first, this list of fun and maybe wacky days, will 
help you enjoy this glorious month of June.  
 Here they are: 
June 10th: Iced Tea Day 
June 11th: National Corn on the Cob Day 
June 12th: National Jerky Day 
June 13th: National Weed Your Garden Day 
June 14th: Monkey Around Day 
June 15th: Global Wind Day 
June 16th: National Hollerin’ Contest Day  
June 17th: Eat Your Vegetables Day 
June 18th: Go Fishing Day 
June 19th: National Kissing Day 
June 20th: Ice Cream Soda Day 
June 21st: International Yoga Day 
June 22nd: Take Your Dog To Work Day 
June 23rd: National Pink Day 
June 24th: Swim a Lap Day 
June 25th: National Catfish Day 
June 26th: National Canoe Day 

June 27th: Sun Glasses Day 
June 28th: International Body Piercing Day 
June 29th: International Mud Day 
June 30th: Waffle Iron Day 

***** 

Two More Serious June Dates 
Flag Day in on June 14th. 

Father’s Day is the third Sunday, or June 17th 

***** 

More About Father’s Day 
 The Catholic feast day of St. Joseph, 
referred to as the “fatherly Nutritor Domini” or 
“Nourisher of the Lord” is held on March 19th with 
the celebration beginning sometime back in the 14th 
or 15th centuries. The Spanish and Portuguese 
brought the celebration to the Americas and in Latin 
America, it is still held on March 19th. The Coptics 
also celebrate fatherhood on St. Joseph’s Day, but 
do it on June 20th. Their celebration possibly goes 
back to the 5th century. 
 Except for the Catholic tradition, here in the 
U.S., the first celebration of Father’s Day wasn’t 
until 1908 when a woman named, Grace Golden 
Clayton, was mourning her father’s death. He and 
360 other men were killed in the Monongah Mining 
Disaster and 250 of these men were fathers. 
Thousands of children were left fatherless as a 
result. Clayton asked her pastor to honor all of these 
fallen fathers and this was done in 1908 at the 
Williams Memorial Methodist Episcopal Church 
South (now Central UMC), in Fairmont, WV. 
Unfortunately, it was not promoted and other events 
occurred which kept Father’s Day from being 
celebrated again in Fairmont. 
 In 1911 and 1912, there were suggestions to 
have a special day for fathers. But it was in 1913 
that a member of the Lions Club, Harry C. Meek, 
promoted the day. He claimed he came up with the 
idea first and the Lions Club called him the 
“Originator of Father’s Day”. He picked the third 
Sunday in June because that was his birthday. A bill 
was introduced in Congress in 1913 to recognize the 
holiday but it didn’t pass due to a fear of 
commercialization. President’s Woodrow Wilson 
and Calvin Coolidge both supported the holiday but 
it was not until 1966, when President Lyndon B. 
Johnson issued a proclamation making the third 
Sunday in June, Father’s Day. It became an official 
national holiday in 1972, when President Richard 
Nixon signed the law. 
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Many Americans have were against the celebration 
because it seemed like a push by merchants to have 
another day rival the commercial success of 
Mother’s Day. By the mid-1980’s, someone at the 
Father’s Day Council wrote, “… has become a 
Second Christmas for all the men’s gift oriented 
industries.” 
 Father’s Day is celebrated around the world, 
on differing dates and is sometimes called different 
names, St. Joseph’s Day the most common. Russia 
and Kazakhstan (and maybe other former Soviet 
Union countries) follow the old tradition of 
“Defender of the Fatherland Day” by celebrating 
“Men’s Day”.  We hope all the fathers in ECLC 
enjoy a terrific day this year on June 17th. 

Workday! 
 

 
The next workday will be on June 16th starting at 
8:00, to get our beautiful church grounds at Holy 
Mount looking their best for the bishop’s visit. 
Bring your rakes and other equipment … plus a few 
muscles and join in the effort. There are a lots of 
pine cones to take home if anyone has an itch to 
make wreaths for the Christmas season (or other 

projects). Not sure what could be made with pine 
needles? 

***** 

Memorial Wall 
A recent bulletin announced that the Memorial 
Wall, started by Jordan Cameron, has now paid for 
itself. This means that any further plaques that are 
purchased will allow a portion of the money to go 
toward church needs. There is a section for pet 
memories too. Both Jordan and Pam McArthur 
continue to make the wall setting a beautiful, 
restful, welcoming place. If interested in purchasing 
a plaque, contact the office or call Jordan at 575-
378-5250. 

***** 

Recognize your Editor? 
 

Here’s a fun photo taken when she was babysitting 
her almost 11 year old grandson, Killian: 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 


