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Episcopal Church in Lincoln 

County Newsletter          
   To be a welcoming congregation, inclusive of 

everyone, inspired by the Holy Spirit and 

educated to live out our Christian faith. 

 

MARCH, 2019 
 

WEARIN’ O’ THE GREEN 
 In honor of the Patron Saint of 
Ireland … our heading this month is in 
green. His given name wasn’t Patrick, 
but Succat and he was not the first 
Christian missionary to Ireland … that 
was Saint Palladius. And, there were 
never any snakes in Ireland! On top of 
all that, he wasn’t even Irish, he was 
English. Other than that, all the other 
tidbits about him are true! He even 
became the Patron Saint of Nigeria in 
1961. 
 Corned beef and cabbage, a 
favorite on St. Paddy’s Day, is also not 
really Irish. When Irish immigrants 
came to the U.S., they were too poor to 
buy the traditional pork or bacon which 
would have been boiled on this day. 
Instead, they bought what was cheap 
back then … beef brisket. It was brined 
and then cooked the way we do it 
today. Soda bread is eaten in Ireland as 
are boiled potatoes. 
 March 17th is the day of other 
saints, too. One of them is Saint Joseph 
of Aramathea, in whose tomb Jesus was 
buried. Another, maybe less well 
known saint, is Saint Gertrude of 
Nivelles (659). She was supposed to 
have become so focused on prayer that 
she didn’t notice a mouse crawl up her 
pastoral staff. In Belgium, this kind nun 
is often invoked against an investation 
of rodents. Cakes baked in her 
convent’s kitchen are supposed to repel 
the tiny beasts. Some believe their 
soul’s first night of the afterlife is spent 
in St. Gertrude’s care. * 

Letter From Our Rector 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Since this is the St. Patrick’s Day edition of the 
newsletter, my Irish blood says that I need to add a few 
facts about St. Patrick.  Patrick was not Irish, rather he 
was British.  Patrick’s grandfather had been a Christian 
priest, his father was a deacon and an important official in 
the late Roman Imperial government of Britain.  When 
Patrick was 16, he was captured by Irish slave raiders.  He 
was taken to Ireland and sold to be a shepherd.  
Shepherd’s had a hard life, living year round in the 
pastures with the sheep.  When Patrick was 21, he escaped 
and with God’s help was able to get passage on a ship 
back to Britain.  He was then educated as a Christian.  He 
was ordained a Bishop in Britain.  Patrick received a 
vision calling him to return to Ireland as a missionary.  In 
obedience to God, he returned to Ireland around 432.  He 
converted, sometimes in miraculous ways, the local kings 
and the three high kings of Ireland, bringing them and 
their people to Christ.  He gathered monks around him and 
turned druid worship places into Christian holy places.  
Patrick died on March 17,461.  The best know writing 
attributed to him is St. Patrick’s Breastplate.  The words, 
said to be on his breastplate are the words to hymn 370 in 
our hymnal.  Verse 6 of those words is: “Christ be with 
me, Christ within me, Christ behind me, Christ before me, 
Christ beside me, Christ to win me, Christ to comfort and 
restore me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me, Christ in 
quiet, Christ in danger, Christ in hearts of all that love me, 
Christ in mouth of friend and stranger.” 
Check out all the words. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Judy      
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*The information about saints was taken from The 
Saint-a-Day Guide (authors Sean Kelly and 
Rosemary Rogers, 2003) which is supposed to be 
“A lighthearted but accurate (and not too irrelevant) 
compendium). It’s a fun read! 

***** 

What is YOUR Lenten Discipline? 
 Judy has encouraged us to take up 
something new or to give something up during this 
Lenten season. One commentator online at the 
Episcopal Café gives up 8 hours of emailing or 
looking at electronic devices daily during Lent. 
Coming to the Tuesday evening Soup Suppers and 
programs is a good way to take something on that’s 
new … plus you get to learn something at the same 
time! You can always give something up, of course 
… a bad habit, etc. Your editor once gave up 
speeding for Lent, which had a monetary benefit 
(traffic tickets) as well.  
 In Judy’s 3/3 sermon, she mentioned that 
Lent is a also a time to listen. She suggested we 
listen to ourselves speak. Do we speak as a 
Christian? Do we speak with compassion? With 
humility? With the love of God?  
 Hopefully, by the time you read this 
newsletter, you will have thought of what your 
Lenten Discipline will be this year. But if not … a 
couple of possibilities follow: 
 

LENTEN MEDITATIONS 2019 
The Episcopal Relief and Development program is 
offering their daily Lenten email series. Go to the 
Rio Grande Diocese website to sign up for this. 

***** 

HOW ABOUT A LENTEN 
PILGRIMAGE? 

 Our Diocese is hosting a Pilgrimage at 
Bishop’s Ridge/Camp Stoney in Santa Fe “through 
words, action, and fellowship with Bishop Michael 
Hunn and Rev Meg Hunn as our guides.” The dates 
for the event are March 29-30 and on March 29th, 
there is an optional pilgrimage option to Santuario 
de Chimayo in the morning. Registration for Friday 
and Saturday is $60 (dinner Friday and Lunch 
Saturday included) and if you want to stay at 
Bishop’s Ridge it’s $80 and includes dinner, 
breakfast, and lunch. The rooms for sleeping at BR 
are not coed and have bunk beds. Saturday only is 
$45, with lunch.  

 Complete details at: 
VarietiesOfGifts.blogspot.com or contact Cindy 
Davis (cynthiadavisauthor@gmail.com) or look on 
the Diocesan website. 

***** 

soldier’s smiles 
Here’s a letter received by Soldier’s Smiles: 
Hello, 
 I wanted to say thank you very much for the 
care packages you provided for our military. Please 
know my soldiers and I are very grateful to the 
communities of Alamogordo and Otero County. 
We’re stationed in Bagram, Afghanistan and those 
packages and letters are the little details that make 
us feel close to home and give us strength to 
continue in the fight. 
 Hope your youth groups, veteran’s groups 
and organizations knows how much we value and 
appreciate all you do for us. In my case I’ll thank 
Lauria Isabell and all 2nd graders from Alamogordo 
(Mrs. Jackson’s 2nd grade class). They have (a) few 
buddies here that appreciate their letters and 
packages. God bless you all and thanks. 
 
Very respectfully, 
 
MAJ William A. Velez 
Chief Force Integration Branch 
USFOR-A Force Management 
Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan 
 
 You may remember that Carol Keys is in 
charge of Soldier’s Smiles for ECLC … she lets us 
know when a packing party is planned.  
 Here is another letter received by the group: 
 
Thank you for supplying the case package boxes to 
the Fort Bliss CRC.  My flight to Kuwait was 
delayed for over 24 hours and the items in your 
package got me through the night. 
 
Thanks Again, 
 
John "Kyle"  Perkins 
USASAC CPM Forward - CJTF-OIR (DMA) 
USASAC CPM Forward - 1st TSC 
US Army Security Assistance Command 
Camp Arifjan, Kuwait 
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Just a reminder of what can be sent to our military 
members: lip balm, drink tubes (to put in bottles), 
wrapped hard candy, books (but not romance), wet 
wipes, gallon plastic bags, playing cards, and 
unused hotel toiletries (or sample sizes). Remember 
that cards and letters are enjoyed also!  
 

                   
 
Many thanks to Carol for all she does with this 
mission! 

***** 

And After Lent … Comes Easter! 
  

Have you heard the news? Bishop Hunn will be 

celebrating Easter with us! Look for details to 

come about the services. 

 
***** 

WAY OF LOVE 
 The Presiding Bishop invites everyone to 
participate in the Episcopal Church’s branch of the 
Jesus Movement. The 7 disciplines are Bless, Pray, 
Worship, Learn, Turn, Rest, and Go. The Diocesan 
Women’s Ministry is sponsoring events in 2019 to 
highlight parts of this initiative. The Pilgrimage 
Lenten Retreat mentioned on the previous page is 
the first. Then during the summer, there will several 
one day events around the Diocese. A third will be a 
weekend event at the Bosque Center, November 15-
16, called Entertaining Angels Unaware. For 
details, check the Diocese website or go to 
VarietiesOfGifts.blogspot.com. 

***** 

A FAITHFUL FEW … 
Actually, 25? 

 
 We are so happy Father Don and his herd of 
cats … oops, faithful tourists … returned safe and 
sound from their wonderful trip to Israel. We’re 
bound to hear stories of their adventures in the 
weeks to come … I’ve been told that Steven and 
Martha are already telling others at St. Matthias 
about how great their trip was. The photo, the first 
of many we will see (I hope) is of Marie Keller on a 
camel! The camel was named Pistachio. For those 
of us who stayed in Lincoln County, it must have 
been a thrill to walk where Jesus walked. And, we 
look forward to hearing your stories and seeing 
more photos! 

 

 

 
 
 

 A Few Irish sayings for March 
 

A Proverb: 
May you taste your words before you spit them out. 

 
A Toast: 

As you slide down the banister of life, may the 
splinters never point in the wrong direction. 
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And finally, an Old Irish Curse: 
May those that love us love us; 
And those that don’t love us, 
May God turn their hearts; 
If he can’t turn their hearts, 
May he turn their ankles, 

So we’ll know them by their limping. 
***** 

In Memoriam 
 It’s always sad to lose a loved one or a good 
friend but they remain in our hearts forever. Our 
Memorial Wall is one way to keep part of that 
memory with us (contact Jordan Cameron for 
details).  
 Recently, while serving at the altar as a 
LEM at Holy Mount, I noticed that our beautiful 
kneeling pads had inscriptions on them in memory 
of two members who passed many years ago … 
Here are photos of their names and the kneeling 
pads: 
 

         

 

             
          

 
 

 
 
As you look around the sanctuary at Holy Mount, 
you will spot many objects dedicated in memory of 
a loved one. These are just two of them. This is also 
true at St. Matthias and at St. Anne’s … St. Anne’s 
is a historic site by the way. Both chapels are filled 
not just with memories but wonderful people! 

***** 

REMINDER FROM DOUG …  
Our Dear Treasurer 

 
 We need a new Treasurer for ECLC in 2020 
… hopefully, someone who could start mid-2019 to 
learn the financial system we have in place. Doug is 
willing to train someone on the system so they will 
be comfortable taking over after his term is 
completed the end of this year. 
 
 Please pray about whether you should be our 
Treasurer next year. Talk to Doug Conley if you 
have any questions about what the job entails. You 
may be the right person to follow in his footsteps. 

***** 
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Welcome! Welcome! 
To the Choir at Holy Mount 

 
 The choir was happy to be joined by our 
newest member, Tim Wyatt, on March 3rd. He is a  
new resident of Capitan and we’re thrilled to have 
him in the Tenor section (although I understand he’s 
versatile enough and could sing bass if needed). 
Give Tim a warm ECLC welcome when you meet 
him! 

***** 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Thank you to 

those of you who 

remembered to 

advance your 

clocks and be 

with us on time 

last Sunday. 
 


