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WE HAVE A 
BISHOP ELECT!! 

 Five ECLC members had the 
distinct privilege of voting for our 
Diocesan Bishop on May 5th. Voting 
were our Rector, Judy, Senior and Junior 
Wardens, Mary and Gary, and our two 
delegates, Carol Keys and John Harast. 
 The election was held at St. James 
Cathedral in Albuquerque, May 5th. After 
much prayer and three ballots … Bishop-
Elect Hunn was chosen to lead us after 
Bishop Michael Vono retires.  
 Please keep our newly elected 
Bishop and his family in your prayers. 
********************************* 
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MESSAGE FROM OUR BISHOP-ELECT 
 
Dear Diocese of the Rio Grande, 
I already feel such love and gratitude as we look 
forward to our future together. I am giving thanks for 
so much we cannot yet see - the relationships we will 
build and the ministry we will share - the joy, tears, and 
opportunities. I am also feeling at least some nervous 
expectation. Meg and I are eager to begin making a 
home among you in a few short months. May God bless 
and guide us in the years ahead. 
Faithfully, 
  

Michael+ 

  
The Reverend Canon Michael Buerkel Hunn 
Bishop-elect 
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APRIL WAS A BUSY 

MONTH AT HOLY 
MOUNT! 

 We had a baptism with a 
beautiful baby named Kennedy, 
a SW Deanery meeting, a Pre-
Christmas in July Garage Sale, 
and a Fifth Sunday Potluck.  
 Following are photos 
from these events … see if you  
recognize anyone … and if you 
can tell which event is which 
! 
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Many THANKS to the 

volunteers who help in putting 
together at all of the ECLC 
events … whether the yummy 
after service treats at St. 
Matthias, special times at St. 
Anne’s, or April’s events at 
Holy Mount. We are one church 
family and these get-togethers, 
large or small, bring us 
together. 

***** 

When’s a Garage Sale 
Not THE Garage Sale? 

 Josie scheduled a Pre-
Christmas in July Garage Sale 
to empty out the garage in order 
to fill it up again for the BIG 

official garage sale in July. The 
event originally was only going 
to be held in the actual garage at 
Holy Mount but there was so 
much to be sold, it expanded  
parking lot. Sandy reported that 
almost $1200 was raised from 
the Not the BIG Garage Sale.  
Can you imagine how well the 
BIG Garage Sale will do???   

***** 

Want to Attend? 
* The Brotherhood of St. 
Andrew (BOSA) meets the first 
and third Saturday of each 
month from 9-11 am at the Cree 
Meadows Country Club. All 
men are invited to join them. 
* Daughters of the King (DOK) 
now meets at Sacred Grounds 
monthly on the first Tuesday at 
1:00 p.m. Occasionally, the 
location varies and this is 
announced. Women who are 
interested in joining can go to a 
meeting or contact Imelda 
Horne. 
* The Prayer Shawl ministry 
meets at the church in the parish 
hall from 3:30-5:00 p.m. every 
Monday. Even if you don’t 
know how to knit or crochet, 
they would love to teach you! 

***** 
Presentation on Church 

Safety 

 
Officer Chavez from the 
Ruidoso Police Department 
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gave a presentation at the SW 
Deanery Meeting about safety 
related to an “Active Shooter” 
situation in any location. He 
does not advise everyone come 
to church armed but did have 
some practical advice that 
would be handy in other 
emergencies, such as a fire.  
 First, don’t always enter 
and leave through the same 
door or sit in the same seat. We 
have something called muscle 
memory, and in a true 
emergency where you would 
have to leave in a hurry, the 
tendency is to go back the same 
old way you always do … that 
entrance/exit may be blocked 
(by fire, or a dangerous person). 
If you change seating once in a 
while, you learn to observe 
different people around you and 
are more apt to spot someone 
who seems out of place, that 
might do harm. He doesn’t want 
us to be afraid of coming to 
church or having new people in 
our pews, but to be observant. 
 Second, the advice now 
is to “Run, Hide, Fight” with 
fight being the very last resort 
when facing an active shooter 
… you’re apt not to make it. 
The advice to run is why you 
want to learn about other exits 
besides the one you always use. 
 Finally, he warned us 
that in today’s world, police are 
trained to first eliminate any 
threat when called to a 
dangerous scene such as an 
active shooter situation. They 
are not supposed to stop and 
help victims initially. They are 
to prevent further danger and 
more victims. If someone has 
caught and contained the 
dangerous person, when you 
call 911 … let the dispatcher 
know what the good guy looks 

like so police don’t enter 
thinking that’s the one they’re 
after. 
 Although these horrible 
events seem to be happening 
with more frequency in society 
… we probably have a better 
chance of winning that multi-
state lottery then to have it 
happen in our church. But, just 
like defensive driving … it 
doesn’t help to have thought 
about it, just in case.  
 Everyone at the Deanery 
meeting was thankful to Officer 
Chavez for his presentation and 
answering questions afterwards. 

***** 

Deanery Donation 
A total of $77 was collected at 
the meeting and it was voted to 
donate it to the High Mountain 
Youth Project in Ruidoso.  

***** 

Tidbits from the 
Episcopal Café 

An interesting Gallup Poll was 
conducted (number polled not 
given) of people who worship at 
least once a month at a church, 
mosque, or synagogue and also 
people who no longer attend 
worship services. Most of the 
respondents were Christians 
which allowed them to 
differentiate between Catholics 
and Protestants. Here are the top 
answers for each question: 
  
Question #1: Why do you 
attend worship? 
76% Sermons or talks that teach 
you more about scripture 
75% Sermons or lectures that 
help you connect religion to 
your own life 
64% Spiritual programs geared 
towards children/teens 

59% Lots of community 
outreach and volunteer 
opportunities 
54% Dynamic religious leaders 
who are interesting/inspiring 
49% Social activities that allow 
you to get to know people 
38% A good choir, praise band, 
cantors, or other spiritual music 
* Music did vary more than the 
other answers between 
Catholics and Protestants. Only 
22% of Catholics answered 
music was important while 44% 
of Protestants chose this 
response. 
 
Question #2 was directed at 
those who no longer attend 
worship services. They were 
asked why: 
44% Prefer to worship on their 
own 
36% Don’t like organized 
religion 
33% Not very religious 
22% Haven’t found a church or 
place of worship they like 
19% Don’t have the time 
17% Not sure what religion is 
right for you 
16% Don’t like being asked for 
money when you attend 
10% Poor health or other 
 

 
 
So what conclusions did the 
writers at the Episcopal Café 
(an online site) gather from this 
poll? It is important to try to 
reignite “the interest of lapsed 
members”. Trying to convert 
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people who say they aren’t 
religious or don’t like organized 
religion “may be futile”. But we 
can spread the message that 
worshipping together in 
communion has benefits not to 
be achieved by worshipping all 
alone. 
(Source: Why people go to 
church, 4/16/18, by Jon White) 

***** 

 
We wish every mother in ECLC 
a very Happy Mother’s Day, 
including Chely, featured with 
her grandson. Here are a few 
things you may not know about 
Mother’s Day. 
 Ancient Greeks and 
Romans celebrated motherhood 
to honor their goddesses, Rhea 
and Cybele. An early Christian 
festival was called “Mothering 
Sunday” and occurred on the 4th 
Sunday in Lent. It was a time 
for the faithful to return to their 
“mother church.” For a special 
service. Eventually, though, it 
became a secular holiday and 
Mothering Sunday merged into 
the American Mother’s Day we 
have now in the 1930’s/1940’s.  
 But the day’s history in 
the U.S. started before the Civil 
War. Ann Reeves Jarvis, in 
West Virginia, helped get local 
women together in “Mother’s 
Day Work Clubs” to teach them 
how to care for their children. 
In 1868, she organized 
“Mothers’ Friendship Day” to 
promote reconciliation and 

allow women/mothers to honor 
both former Union and 
Confederate soldiers. 
 The suffragette and 
abolitionist, Julia Ward Howe, 
wrote the “Mother’s Day 
Proclamation” in 1870. This 
was a call to action asking 
mothers to join and promote 
world peace. She campaigned 
for “Mother’s Peace Day” to be 
held every June 2nd. 
 Also in the 1870’s, a 
temperance activist, Juliet 
Blakely, inspired a local 
Mother’s Day to be held in 
Albion, Michigan. Two others, 
Mary Sasseen and Frank 
Hering, tried to organize a 
Mother’s Day in the late 19th 
century/early 20th century and 
he was sometimes called “the 
father of ‘Mother’s Day’”. 
 But the daughter of 
Anne Reeves Jarvis, Anna 
Jarvis, is credited with the 
holiday we celebrate today. 
Following her mother’s death in 
1905, she conceived of 
Mother’s Day as a way to honor 
the sacrifices mothers make on 
behalf of their children. A 
Philadelphia department store 
(Wannamaker’s) gave her 
financial backing in 1908 and 
she held the first Mother’s Day 
celebration in Grafton, WV, at a 
Methodist church. On that same 
day, thousands attended a 
Mother’s Day event at one of 
the Wannamaker stores in 
Philadelphia. Although never 
marrying and having children, 
Anna Jarvis fought to see the 
holiday added to the national 
calendar. In 1914, President 
Wilson signed a measure that 
officially named the second 
Sunday in May as Mother’s 
Day.  By 1920, she became 
disgusted with how commercial 

the holiday had become and 
spent the rest of her life fighting 
against the holiday, until her 
death in 1948 … spending most 
of her personal wealth in legal 
fees to have it removed from the 
national calendar. 
 Your editor remembers 
growing up and there would be 
awards (a plant usually) for the 
oldest mother, youngest mother, 
and mother with the most 
children at church on Mother’s 
Day. Today … more phone 
calls are made on Mother’s Day 
than any other holiday. The 
phone traffic increases as much 
as 37%. 

***** 
PENTECOST 

In Rome, Pentecost is 
celebrated in the Vigil de Fuoco 
at the Pantheon, or Basilica of 
Santa Maria ad Martyres. The 
Pantheon, by the way, is 
reported to be the oldest 
building in the world that has 
continuous use. The way they 
celebrate is said to be “magical” 
as they drop rose petals through 
an open sky light. The Petals 
fall 44 meters down and 
symbolize tongues of fire and 
the descent of the Holy Spirit. 
Another interesting tidbit is that 
Rome firemen take bundles of 
rose petals up to the roof and, 
when given the signal, are 
responsible for the drop. Here’s 
a photo of the firemen. 
 

 


