
 

 

 
  

 
Dear Friends, 

First of all, I want to thank you for all your cards and 

messages for my 70th birthday.  It was a great day and you 

helped make it one.  We will have to party later. 

We are continuing to stream our service on Facebook and I 

will continue to take communion (wafer only) to those in the 

parking lot.  As the state and village begins to reopen, I hope 

we will do so with caution.  If we have significant numbers of 

people coming from other places, we will need to be extra 

careful about social distancing.  Hopefully, the summer sun 

will help to control this virus.  We can all be thankful that our 

community has escaped the worst of this pandemic.  We need 

to do what we can to keep it that way. 

I don’t have a date in mind for going back to in person 

meetings or two services.  We will continue to have someone 

in the office, John or myself or both, to help those in need.  I 

want to thank Sandy Thomas for all she has done to provide 

music for our services.  We miss the choir, but it will be 

awhile before they can safely gather.   

We are not only continuing our community suppers, but due 

to increased needs, we will provide take-out meals twice this 

month.  I am grateful to all those who have helped, of course, 

Bettye McGinness for cooking and organizing food, but also 

for those who have filled containers, handed them out, 

controlled traffic and collected donations.  We served 200 at 

out last dinner.  There are many people in our community 

who are out of work & in need.  Thanks to all of you for 

helping to fill those needs.  We are truly carrying out our 

Lord’s command to “love our neighbor”. 

Stay safe and pray for an end to this virus and for all those in 

need. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Judy 

 

Getting a Little Stir Crazy? 
Hunkering down, sheltering in place, 

locked down, or whatever you call 

the guidelines for keeping you and 

others safe during the pandemic.   

 

Here are some some famous 

museums available online that you 

can take a tour or view exhibits even  

while dressed in your jammies! 

Some of the buildings themselves are 

gorgeous: 

 

The Louvre (doesn’t specifically say 

virtual tour but can view things) 

 

The Van Gogh Museum (click on 

Life & Work) 

 

The Vatican Museum 

 

The British Museum (also features  a 

program for children) 

 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art 

(has a schedule of upcoming special 

events with dates) 

 

 

Just Google (or another search 

engine) the museum’s name and go 

to their website. The online tour 

should be there but you may need to 

search a little. 
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FEEDING THE HUNGRY 

 
With many, many thanks to our two (maybe 

more?) hardworking, beautiful, and amazing 

cooks … Bettye and her daughter, Amanda … 

not only was one community supper served in 

April, but the need was so great, a SECOND 

supper was prepared and given out. 

 

 
 

At the first supper on it’s usual day of the month, 

4/13, Lasagna, bread, and a brownie was served … 

all as take out. The volunteers served 143 meals (of 

which 11 went to shut-ins known to the Methodist 

Church) and RAN OUT of food! Thus, the need for 

a second supper was identified. Oh, there were also 

pastel colored candy canes for the children provided 

by Willa. 

 

 
 

That’s Josie with her umbrella that looks invisible 

in this selfie she took. It was rainy on 4/13. 

 
That’s JB standing by the street waiting for cars to 

arrive. 

 
Other volunteers included Carol and Sandy (not 

sure who is in the black jacket). Actually, that 

would be the Rector. 

AND THEN …  

The second supper was served (again, take out) on 

4/23. Again, Bettye and Amanda cooked … this 

time the meal consisted of ham, a potato casserole, 

and a dessert.  

 



The volunteers on 4/23 included JB, Judy, Seth, 

Gary, Sandy (without the mask), Josie, Bettye, and 

Amanda.  

 

 
 

At this supper, 200 total (180 adults and 20 

children) and of those, 20 went to the River 

Crossing. They all received a free supper 

accompanied by gracious smiles. 

 

 
 

THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR VOLUNTEERS 

WHO HELPED WITH ONE OR BOTH OF THE 

SUPPERS!  

***** 

 

 

OUR SUPPER PLAN FOR MAY 
Because the need is so great during this crisis, once 

again Holy Mount will host two suppers. The menu 

for the first will feature Taquito Casserole, Pinto 

Beans, Chips & Salsa, and a dessert made by Willa, 

her “famous cinnamon/sugar chips.” The menu for 

the second has not been decided as yet. The first 

supper will be on the regular date May 11th, but the 

second will be on Thursday, May 28th. Do contact 

Bettye or the office if you feel up to volunteering. 

Stay safe if you do! 

***** 

OUR NEW NORMAL 
The first item is “The Covid Mona Lisa” after she 

was sheltered in place for quite a while … just 

something a few of us can relate to! 

 

 



But seriously: It’s amazing how, in just a matter of 

a few months, the entire world has changed. Both 

the need for two community suppers and the 

unfortunate fact that we can’t hold them indoors 

because of social distancing and the need to keep 

people safe is just one example of how things have 

changed at church.  

 

Many of us would love to volunteer and help out, as 

we have in the past, or would love to physically go 

to a service, but in a pandemic … the fewer the 

better. But it is a choice and those who do gather 

together are appreciated although we hope they stay 

safe throughout this difficult time (and don’t forget 

masks & social distancing).  

 

 
 

The good news (besides the real Good News!) is 

that, for those of us who are more cautious about 

exposure or may have more risk factors to the virus, 

our Sunday service is live streamed on Facebook. 

Go to ECLC Ruidoso on Facebook, click on Video 

and at or about 10:30, you’ll see it start. It’s great 

and our videographer, Seth, is doing a wonderful 

job with it. You can hear everything.  The past 

services are there to view in case you missed any of 

them. 

 

ALSO, on Easter, Judy started bringing communion 

(wafer only) to those who watched the service from 

out in the parking lot. This is very much appreciated 

and this last Sunday, copies of the Upper Room 

were also given out. 

Yes, this is our new normal. We miss our friends, 

our church family, and everyone of us is hoping and 

praying things will get back to the old normal or 

something similar soon. That will probably take 

time … how much? Nobody knows for sure. We do 

know God is with us no matter what happens and 

our church family is also with us, in spirit if not in 

person.  

***** 

 

 
 

BISHOP HUNN ARTICLE 
 

The Sunday Journal on 4/26 featured an article 

written by our Bishop Hunn, entitled “Churches can 

serve the people and observe proper public safety, 

too.”  Here are some excerpts: 

 

“One of the very first cases of COVID-19 was a 

member of our Cathedral community in 

Albuquerque. From that moment I have been deeply 

concerned that the church not become a vector for 

the coronavirus. I have also been adamant that the 

church never close – even if we must close our 

buildings, the work of the church continues.” 

 

“First, the church and every other faith community 

are essential to our society …” He goes on to say 

that “faith communities hold the fabric of our 

society together.” 

 

“Second, public health guidelines are not an assault 

on religious freedom.” He warns that “we must not 

allow this moment to be politicized … This is a 



matter of life and death for all of us and we all need 

to be working together …” 

 

He went on to write, “We have encouraged all our 

parishes to provide worship, Bible study, and even 

coffee hour online. The Mass is still being 

celebrated, but with no more than five people and 

observing the best social distancing practices as 

outlined by our public health officials. Every Mass 

– no mater how small – is for, and includes, the 

whole world.” 

 

Bishop Hunn goes on to say that the “initial 

restrictions will need to be updated as it appears this 

crisis will be long lasting. … faith communities will 

need to work more closely with the state Health 

Department and the Governor’s Office so we can 

conduct our essential ministry – including worship 

– in ways that are safe for the public.” 

 

Third … “the faith community and the government 

must continue to work together, not in opposition to 

each other. We are partners in saving lives.” 

 

Bishop Hunn writes that two faith principles are 

being kept in mind: “I will have in my heart Jesus’ 

command that we love our neighbors as ourselves – 

especially the most vulnerable among us. … my 

attention and energy are focused no on asserting my 

rights but on serving others.” And, “I will also be 

mindful of St. Paul’s teaching as he wrote to a 

community struggling with their freedom of 

religion, “But take care that this liberty of yours 

does not somehow become a stumbling block for 

the weak.” (1 Cor 8:9).  

 

“I am concerned lest our churches inadvertently 

become vectors of the virus by encouraging large 

gatherings or by not following the best scientific 

recommendations available.” He recommends 

churches demonstrate the very best and safest 

practices within their communities. 

 

Finally, “Because of my faith in God, I will not live 

in fear of this virus. And because of that faith I am 

willing to restrict my freedoms while still working 

tirelessly to love and serve my neighbors.” 

 

***** 

 

 

Here’s a Children’s Quote 
(taken from an email) 

BIBLE A little boy opened the big family Bible. He 

was fascinated as he fingered through the old 

pages. Suddenly, something fell out of the Bible. 

He picked up the object and looked at it. What he 

saw was an old leaf that had been pressed in 

between the pages. 

'Mama, look what I found,' the boy called out. 

'What have you got there, dear?' 

With astonishment in the young boy's voice, he 

answered, 'I think it's Adam's underwear!' 

***** 

 
 

Keep the whole world in your prayers! 

 

***** 

 

 



WHO’S DONE THIS? 

 

 
The caption reads: YOU HAVE NOW ENTERED 

THE JURISDICTION OF THE MINISTRY OF 

SILLY WALKS. COMMENCE SILLY 

WALKING IMMEDIATELY. 

***** 

ARE YOU SOCIAL? ONLINE? 

 
There are websites that allow you to talk/visit/see 

one another that really help during this difficult 

time. Two of them are Zoom, which the choir and a 

local quilt group has used, and Crowdcast (the 

Editor attended a class using this). 

 

But there are also game sites online that allow you 

to play with your friends. One is Trickster that 

features several diffierent card games, including 

Bridge and Euchre, and you can see each other 

while playing! You can also play the computer or 

with other people who have signed in. The Conleys 

and Aigners have played pinochle on this site.  

 

There’s another that features a variety of board 

games called Board Game Arena. They supposedly 

allow you to play with friends, others signed in, or 

the computer.  
 

Here’s one of the games they feature: 

 

 
 

A site called Board Game Geeks gives this game, 

Puerto Rico, four out of five stars (haven’t played it 

myself). There are common games like chess, 

checkers, Hearts, and a few others you’ll recognize. 

Most of them are newer board games … in case you 

haven’t noticed, but board games have had an 

upswing lately and there are many many new ones 

available. 

 

Anyhow, try visiting with your friends or groups 

online or playing a game. 

***** 

 

 

***** 

 

 



An Odd Sign of the Times in 2020 

HOARDING TOILET PAPER! 

 

An online article written by Jay L. Zagorsky, an 

economist at Boston University, wrote that this is 

not a new phenomenon … hoarding TP. Back in 

1975, Johnny Carson made a joke about this in his 

monologue. People didn’t think it was a joke and 

began to hoard the product. In 2018, the Venezuelan 

people stocked up because of a drop in production. 

The government there seized a factory but that 

didn’t help the situation. 

 

Here in the U.S., only 10% of our T.P. was 

imported as of 2017 and most of that came from 

Canada and Mexico. There are 150 U.S. companies 

that produce toilet paper. The production of TP 

began back in the late 1800’s. 

 

 
 

So, why do we do it? Lagorsky gives three reasons: 

 

1. From an Australian specialist: “Stocking up … is 

a relatively cheap action … doing something when 

they feel at risk.” This is an example of “Zero Risk” 

which eliminates a possible superficial risk instead 

of doing something to decrease the total risk by a 

greater amount. 

 

2. To Feel Secure: We have little or no control over 

disease. But we can control TP when quarantined. 

 

3. It could be biological. Birds and squirrels hoard 

things too. 

 

But how do we handle shortages? Lagorsky gave 

two methods: 

 

1. Convince people to stop … but logic often fails. 

 

2. Rationing – this was used during WWII for 

scarce items. Stores ration by setting limits on how 

much of an item you can purchase. 

 

 

Laz the Episcocat: Head of Security 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 


