
 1 

  

Did you know? 

The statue in the corner at the 

back of our sanctuary, behind 

all the pews, is of St. Michael, 

one of four archangels 

mentioned in the book of 

Daniel. St. Michael is also 

referred to in Revelations 12:7. 

His name means “one who is 

like God” and he is a divine 

messenger, protects the 

faithful, and is a guide to our 

souls upon death. St. Michael 

is considered a patron of the 

sick, soldiers, grocers, 

radiologists, and others. He is 

a champion for the weak and 

defender of the oppressed and 

the righteous. There are many 

sites in Celtic lands dedicated 

to St. Michael. 

Our statue was created by a 

long time parishioner, Walter 

Raleigh. He also created the 

beautiful communion rails, 3 

shelves near the altar, the 

pulpit and the wood cross 

used in the service. 

Sept. 29 is St. Michael’s Day 

when it’s traditional to race 

horses bareback. Ready? 
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   To be a welcoming congregation, inclusive 
of everyone, inspired by the Holy Spirit and 

educated to live out our Christian faith. 

RECTOR’s REPORT 

 

Dear Friends,  

Please read about the class starting up September 14th.  

The Rector’s Class on the Book of Common Prayer 

The Rector will begin a class on the Prayer Book on Thursday, September 14th. We will 

meet at 5:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall. The Prayer Shawl ministry group meets until 5:00, 

so we might have a few minutes of overlap. The class will go until 6:30 p.m. and Marilyn 

Orr will be assisting me in teaching. I will be on vacation September 28th, but Marilyn will 

be here to teach. She will present at least two classes on the English history behind the 

Prayer Book. Marilyn has taught this class with me before and, if you have not heard her 

speak on English history, you have missed a real treat.  The painting is of Thomas Cramer 

and you’ll learn his connection to the Prayer Book in the class. 

  

Please come and bring your questions. The first 

session will be the Introduction and I would like to 

know what you would like to learn most. This course 

is required for those who wish to be confirmed. I do 

not have a date for the next Bishop’s visit and when 

a confirmation could be held.
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ECLC Pet Blessing 

held August 26th 

 
 

In case you missed our announcements and the 

front page of the Ruidoso News, we blessed 

the pets in the Memorial Garden on August 

26th. We had a wonderful turnout of pets, pet 

owners, and people who just enjoy being 

around animals. We blessed 25 dogs, including 

three from the Lincoln County Humane 

Society, one very brave cat, Chloe Harast, and 

two horses. All were well behaved (humans 

too!) and the day couldn’t have been more 

perfect. We collected $260 for the Humane 

Society. Thanks to everyone for their help, 

participation, and generosity. As always, 

thanks to John Rutherford for helping to get 

everything ready and also cleaning up. 

 

You can go online to view the Ruidoso News 

article … Click on Local Life, then Religion. 

The article that appeared recently about our 

Memorial Wall can be found in the same 

section online. Both articles have photos 

online. 



 3 

 

Collection for victims of 

Hurricane Harvey  

 Thanks to Doug and Vicki 

Conley for organizing the 

clothes collection for victims of 

Hurricane Harvey. Thanks also 

the Ted Conley of Conley’s 

Nursery for making his trailer 

available to transport items. We 

had a wonderful response from 

the church and the community. 

Special thanks go to the Pink 

Ladies who made a major 

contribution to the effort.  

 Doug & Ted were able to 

take an almost full load to 

Camping World in Anthony, 

Texas. From Anthony, Camping 

World will transport the clothes 

on to Houston for distribution.  

Many people who have 

lost everything will be 

served by your 

generosity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Best Wishes to Our Friends  

 

 We want to send best wishes to 

our friends, Deacon Laurie and Roy 

Benavides, and to thank them both for 

their service on behalf of ECLC. 

Laurie was instrumental in the startup 

and organization of our monthly 

community suppers, now in the 4th 

year of providing a free meal to any of 

God’s children who want to partake. 

She worked with Joseph’s Workshop, 

and more. Roy was active in the choir 

and he started and led an Adult 

Education program which was 

attended and appreciated by many. 

Together, they helped bring several 

into the Cursillo program, held 

Ultreya events, and enabled the 

startup of small reunion groups. Roy 

was active in BOSA and will continue 

to be active nationally.  

 All of us wish them both the 

very best as they begin a new journey. 

Bishop Vono has assigned Laurie to 

serve as Deacon at St. John’s church 

in Alamogordo. Life is full of changes 

and we hope their future is filled with 

joy and the making of new friends. 

God’s love and blessing will be with 

them. 

 Thank you both for your 

service! 
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Do you know? 

 Dana Larson first 

started coming to Holy 

Mount back in 2008 on a 

part-time basis as she 

was working in Midland, 

TX as a geologist. She 

retired to her home here 

in 2015 after 35 years in 

her profession.  

 Since 2008, Dana’s 

been evacuated twice, 

once from a flood and 

once from the Little Bear 

fire, and in 2011, went 

for a week without water 

due to the big freeze. 

 Born in Dallas, 

Dana grew up in New 

Orleans. Her two brothers 

live in opposite directions, 

Atlanta and San 

Francisco. She has a cat 

named Ollie but misses 

the goats, chickens, dogs, 

and cats she cared for 

back in Midland. 

 Dana enjoys 

keeping really busy with 

golf … not just playing 

locally (usually Cree 

Meadows) but as a 

member of a traveling 

women’s golf league, of 

which she is the 

President. She is the 

Treasurer for the NM 

Senior Women’s Golf 

Association. She sports a 

20 handicap, playing 2-3 

times a week. 

 Dana loves to travel 

and usually goes to 

Mexico twice during the 

winter (Cholla Bay most 

often). Although a 

certified scuba diver, now 

she mainly snorkels. 

Dana also said she reads 

a lot … although we doubt 

she has too much spare 

time for that. 

 At church, Dana is 

often seen adding her 

helping hands at the 

community suppers and 

other events. We are so 

glad to have Dana as a 

member! 

 

 

Choir Celebration 

It was truly a joyous day 

August 12, 2016, when the 

St. Matthew’s and Holy 

Mount choirs joined their 

voices together to honor 

God. 

 
Our guests were hosted by 

the congregation at various 

homes, plus there was a 

potluck dinner, breakfast, 

and pizza lunch served. 

Along the way through 

practice and fellowship, 

new friendships were 

forged and there are plans 

for our choir to eventually 

make the trek up to 

Colorado to sing at St. 

Matthew’s. Although the 

photo above does not show 

it, the service was well 

attended and everyone 

present felt the presence of 

the Holy Spirit.  
Many thanks to everyone 

who made the event even 

possible. (more photos p.5) 
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(Hard to tell, but that’s 

Danny Flores in blue on the 

right in the above photo.) 

 

Focus on Ministry 

Your Sr. Warden attended 

the Poverty and Outreach 

Board workshop held 

8/5/17 along with and to 

support Carol Keys and 

Joseph’s Workshop (JW). 

Carol will be writing the 

2017 grant application this 

month, having been 

awarded the largest amount, 

$10,000, for this past year. 

This money goes to 

purchase needed items not 

donated to JW, most often 

beds and mattress sets. 

Carol dubbed this latest 

year, the Year of the 

ZZzzzzzzz. 

 Our program is 

wonderful and truly one of 

a kind in the Diocese, I was 

impressed to learn of the 

great variety of ministries 

throughout the state. Here 

are a few of their primary 

programs: 

St. Christopher’s/El Paso: 

operates a soup kitchen. 

Holy Spirit/El Paso: runs a 

soup kitchen and a food 

pantry together with a 

Lutheran church. 

St. Luke’s/Deming: has a 

mobile food trailer to 

provide hot food in the 

community, distributes 

lunch bags/back packs to 

children. 

St. Francis on the Hill/El 

Paso: provides a 4th of July 

fireworks show, partners 

with the Canutillo ISD for 

supplies and clothing. 

St. Andrew’s/Roswell: 

runs the Wings for Life 

program for adults/juveniles 

in detention, court approved 

parenting program. 

Holy Spirit/Gallup: 

outreach to Native 

Americans, shelter/service 

to domestic violence 

victims. 

St. Paul’s/TorC: delivered 

120 meals Christmas Day, 

food pantry, monthly 

dinner. 
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Church of the 

Epiphany/Socorro: meals 

for homeless 2Xweek with 

showers/clothing available. 

St. John’s/Farmington: 

serves children on Navajo 

reservation who are victims 

of abuse with 2 residential 

homes. 

St. Paul’s/Las Vegas: 

distributes food. 

Holy Faith/Santa Fe: 

operates the only come-as-

you-are shelter in northern 

NM, served 150K meals to 

57K people this last year, 

women’s shelter, choir 

comprised of homeless 

people. 

St. Michael’s & All 

Angels/Albuquerque: 

provides food, school 

supply pantry, Christmas 

gifts. 

St. Matthew’s/Los Lunas: 

Angel Tree Ministry, NM 

Men’s Recovery Academy 

participant. 

Our Lady in the Valley: 

helps needy and the 

undocumented, provides 

coats in winter to children. 

Church of the Good 

Shepherd/Silver City: after 

school program with meal, 

sister parish in Mexico. 

St. Thomas of 

Canterbury/Albuquerque: 

supports homeless women, 

lay chaplain to local prison. 

St. Mary’s/Albuquerque: 

help homeless people, 

shelter for some of them. 

St. Bede’s/Santa Fe: 

program Feeding Santa Fe. 

St. Philip’s/Belen: soup 

kitchen and food pantry, 

deliver food to homebound 

and elderly. 

St. Jerome’s/Chama: 

warm clothes to school 

children, food baskets, 

Christmas dinners. 

St. James/Taos: youth 

suicide prevention program, 

youth music school, food 

pantry which can serve 450 

families a week. 

 

The grants awarded to all of 

these churches helps to pay 

for all of these wonderful 

programs. The money 

granted by the Diocese  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

comes out of the Fair Share 

payments made by each 

church to the Diocese. It’s 

nice to know that our 

money is put to such good 

use.  

 

Carol is busy writing up the 

new grant application for 

Joseph’s Workshop. We 

appreciate her hard work 

and that of everyone who 

assists with JW in any way. 

Donations are always 

needed! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Retraction! 

 In the August newsletter, your new 

Editor wrote, “I welcome all complaints.” 

Unfortunately, her hubby took that as a free 

pass … therefore, it’s now changed to “I 

welcome constructive criticism.” ☺ 
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Having a Prayerful Life: Using St. Clare Daily Office                                      

Imelda Horne was asked to write about her meditation routine which means so much to her. This 

is what she wrote:  

There are many books and meditations that one can use to fulfill their spiritual walk with our 

Lord. Lately I have been using a website that I find quite useful and that I use in the morning 

before I begin my day. I have a kindle fire that I use to download daily this website: I go to 

books, use the search site and type in St Clare daily office. Than click on the month Morning 

Prayer and choose the correct date. In this page all the days are available for the month including 

all readings, OT, NT, and Gospel, collect, psalms and some wonderful hymns (turn the volume 

up). It usually takes me about 10-15 minutes to go through it all. Sometimes I might skim 

through some of the psalms but the prayers, hymns, readings and commentary of a particular 

OTHER NEWS! 

 

1. The 65th Episcopal Diocese of the Rio Grande Convention will be held in El Paso 

October 19-21, 2017. Our Rector, Senior and Junior Wardens, Delegates Carol Keys 

and John Harris, along with Alternate Delegate, Bettye McGuinness, will be attending. 

Bettye will be bringing our church cookbooks and will hopefully sell out of them. 

2. There will be a blood drive September 21st at Gateway Church of Christ from 

10-2. See United Blood Services website for details. There is a greater need because 

of the recent hurricane(s). 

3. Doug and Vickie Conley will be delivering donated clothing 9/1/17 to Camping 

World for distribution to hurricane victims. Thanks to everyone who donated! 

4.  The next Community Supper is September 11th and is sponsored by the 

Outreach Committee. Bettye McGuinness has chosen at least one recipe from the 

ECLC cookbook to be served at the dinner. Volunteers always welcomed!!! 

5. There are many many great photos on the bulletin board from our ECLC picnic 

in Carrizozo and the joint choir event held in August. Take a look! 

6. The article from the newspaper about the Memorial Wall is posted on the 

bulletin board in the parish hall. Many thanks to Jordan Cameron for this wonderful 

project. 
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saint for that day are quite inspiring. You can also download this website on-line on your 

computer: www.missionstclare.  

It takes a while for this routine to become part of your daily offering and some of you might 

prefer to do Evening Prayer or Compline, these are also wonderful. I enjoy doing Morning 

Prayer offering because it sustains me and sets me toward a more calm and joyful day. If you are 

having trouble getting on this website just call me at 575-336-1855 and hopefully I can walk you 

through it. I would also like to hear from you to see if this has or has not helped you in any way. 

E-mail address: jam_mel72207@yahoo.com Don’t fret if you can’t do all of the readings for that 

day you can pick one prayer, psalm, reading or hymn. God loves you the way you are.  

Yours in Christ, Imelda Horne  

***************************************************************************                                        

 

Children’s Christian Education to Begin September 24th! 

We will have Christian Education classes for young children beginning Sunday, 

September 24th. Diane French will be the coordinator. We will be including 

elementary and kindergarten age children. Sunday School will meet in the undercroft. 

Josie Powell and Imelda Horne will continue their wonderful work with Sunday School 

too.  

If you have questions or would like to volunteer, please contact Diane at 575-317-

4883 or the Rector at 575-937-0756. Volunteers are welcome.  


