
 
  

RECTOR’S REPORT 
 

Dear Friends, 

I miss you!  We are in a strange time with new realities, 

like “social distancing”.  Most important at this difficult 

time is that you take care of yourselves.  If you need 

help with anything, please call the church or call me.  

John & I are at the office most days.  Sunday services 

are ongoing at Holy Mount.  We haven’t had any 

problems being 6 feet apart, but thanks to Seth, we 

have learned to put the service on the church Facebook 

page.  You can join us there.  Look for Episcopal Church 

in Lincoln County.   

I want to encourage you to go to the Diocese of the Rio 

Grande website and take a look at the resources 

provided there for worship at home.  There are 

activities for children, information for how to set up an 

altar at home, as well as prayers and readings for use at 

home.  The website is dioceserg.org.  Click on DRG 

coronavirus response and it will take you to those 

resources.  I hope those resources will be helpful in 

doing “church at home” and please join us on Facebook 

at 10:30 Sunday mornings. 

The ECLC vestry was able to meet in March via Zoom.  I 

am thankful that we have the technology to allow us to 

stay in touch, even though it isn’t the same.  We will 

serve our April community by doing takeout.  Please, let 

people know.  We will serve from 5:30 to 6:30.  We are 

keeping our outreach ministries going because there are 

many people in need of help at this time.   

If you would like to talk with me at any time for any 

reason don’t hesitate to call (937-0756).  Always 

remember “Christ is Risen” 

Yours in Christ, 

Judy   

COMFORT FOODS 
 

Around the world, people derive comfort from 
foods that remind them of the good experiences 
and people in their lives. See how many of these 
you’ve tried from other countries: 
 
GERMANY: Oma’a Apfelkuchen (Gramma’s 
Apple Cake) 
 
CHINA: Cha Siu Bao (barbeque pork buns) 
 
LEBANON: Man’oushe (herbed flatbread) 
 
INDIA: Khichdi (rice and lentil stew) 
 
GREECE: Moussaka (eggplant & potato 
casserole) 
 
POLAND: Pierogies (Polish dumplings) 
 
IRELAND: Irish Stew 
 
ICELAND: Rice pudding 
 
FRANCE: French Onion Soup 
 
CANADA: Poutine (French fries, cheese curds, 
and gravy) 
 
PUERTO RICO: Pernil (slow-roasted, marinated 
pork shoulder 
 
GHANA: Beef & peanut stew 
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What Can YOU Do at Home While 
Social Distancing? 

 
 Social distancing and being “hunkered 
down” are new terms to many of us and if you’re 
retired, staying home isn’t too much different from 
normal life. Online, there are lots of websites for 
those home with children with fun ideas like indoor 
scavenger hunts, costume parties, making cards to 
send, and lots of crafty ideas. 
 
Here are forty ideas from the Glasgow Live 
website: 
- Get stuck in Netflix, Hulu, etc. There are lots of 
series and movies, new ones or old favorites to 
watch. 
- Read!  
- Get arty – draw something, or scupt something 
from PlayDoh, clay, or homemade type Playdoh 
- Facetime or Skype or Zoom with family and 
friends – the Conleys did morning prayer along with 
distant family members this past Sunday. 
- Clean house, closets, junk drawers, etc. 
- DIY projects, make something 
- Learn a language 
- Make music – learn a new instrument or brush up 
on one you haven’t played for a while, sing. 
- Bake, yum – comfort baking! 
- Knit or crochet, or learn how 
- Play games, board games, card games, dominoes 
- Podcasts 
- Garden, indoors or out 
- Write, memoirs, fictions, poetry, non-fiction all 
good 
- Exercise, walk outside if able (remember the six 
foot rule from others) 
- Meditate, unwind  
- Video games 
- Life administration – do your taxes, organize files 
- Order take out, indoor picnic? 
- Learn to cook, or cook something new 
- Hone photography skills 
- Build a den (fort made with chairs and sheets) 
- Make do, mend 
- Take a bubble bath! 
- Pamper yourself 
- Get craftsy – make something! 
- Make a scrapbook 
- Write and mail a letter 
- Color with crayons or markers (child or adult 
coloring book) 

- Do or learn calligraphy 
- Hold a Skype party (or use Zoom): a Quarantine 
Wine Mixer! 
- Stream gigs live (if you do them) or video a skit to 
send 
- Boogie – dance 
- Go back to class online or through books you have 
at home – keep your brain active 
- Online museums and aquariums 
- Be a plant parent, start cuttings 
- Do something silly 
- Make a bucket list 
- Sleep – it helps your immune system to get a good 
night’s sleep, but don’t stay in bed all the time 
 

 
 

Perhaps most important for all of us in the 
ECLC church family, is to remember that 
we are a family. ECLC has a Facebook page 
… Episcopal Church of Lincoln County. For 
instance, there is a cheerful post there about 
Nellie Ruth Jones having 60 years as a 
member of Alpha Delta Kappa with photos. 
Check it out! There are also videos from 
different church services you may want to 
watch. If you need help in this time, contact 
someone at church and let them know. I 
would also add to the list of things you can 



do at home is to keep praying. The world 
needs all our prayers! 
 

***** 

 
 

Raingutter Regata! 
 

Our Scout troop/pack held a raingutter regatta back 
in February. Each Scout that participated made a 
boat and then there were races and probably, a lot of 
splashing. EMS allowed them to use their space and 
all of them had fun! Here are a couple of photos 
after the race: 
 

 
 
 

 
 

A LETTER FROM OUR 
TREASURER 

From the ECLC Treasurer: 
 
I am sorry to have to write this under times that are 
difficult enough already.  January was good month 
financially for ECLC, but this surplus consisted of 
offerings made annually (we can rationally expect 
to receive little else from these people) and 
designated funds for church projects (Community 
Supper, Sanctuary AC, etc).  By the end of 
February, rarely ever a good month in the best of 
times, our deficit was over 10,000 dollars and things 
have not improved through the first three weeks of 
March.  Attendance is down, (largely due to 
Coronavirus), and some of us are self quarantining, 
including your treasurer.  It is my opinion 
(uneducated and mostly uniformed) that we are in 
this for the long haul and we best prepare to see this 
remain with us in various forms over the next 
year……or perhaps more.  The good news is, as 
usual, I may well be wrong.   
 
There are four or more ways to financially support 
the church.  1St, go as usual, as long as we are 
allowed to and Judy and Don are willing continue.   
2Nd, US mail continues to be a viable way to get 
donations to the church.  This can happen in various 
ways, your bank probably has a bill pay program 
and this has several benefits.  They (the bank) 



usually pays for the check, postage, provides the 
envelope, and if you are like me and are laying low, 
gets it to the post office, thus no exposure and no 
automobile costs.  You can of course write the 
check, put it in an envelope, buy a stamp, and drop 
it in the nearest mail box.  3Rd, Visit our website, 
catch up there with what is going on around the 
church and while you are there, click on one of the 
numerous options to make a donation to our PayPal 
account.  4Th, visit the Diocese of the Rio Grande 
web site and click on the option to donate to OUR 
church.  This site offers the advantage of being able 
to select a frequency of offering and if you desire, 
you can continue to donate weekly, monthly, or 
quarterly without having to log on to do so….This 
will expire at the end of each year and you will have 
to fill out the form again each year if you choose 
this option.  We have the word of the Bishop and 
his assistants that adequate documentation will be 
provided to assure each parish that it is getting all of 
the monies donated to that parish (there must have 
been some difficulty in the past as this was 
emphasized).  Options 3 and 4 have yet another cost 
associated with them and that is the transaction fee 
charged by the credit card processing companies or 
PayPal.  These fee range from about 3 to 5  percent 
and thus these options are probably not quite as 
beneficial as the first two options.    
 
Your continued financial support in these troubling 
times is surely needed.  As one who has decided 
that the recommended isolation is perhaps the best 
solution for me, I am intensely aware of the 
inability to commune with most of my best friends.  
The church has been HOME for me and my family 
for many, many years.  I worry constantly about 
how easy it is to get out of the habit of going to 
church every Sunday morning for spiritual up lift, 
for communion, to sing in the choir, to say high to 
so many of my friends, most of whom I have not 
seen for several weeks now.  I wonder about what is 
going on in their lives.  This worsens when I think 
of the people who have made our church their 
summer or winter church, and I would always have 
a time in which to catch up with their situation.  So 
many of our friends have both health issues or other 
concerns which I need to pray for and I can not get 
current information about them without Sunday 
morning services.   I think we could use modern 
technology (ZOOM) and establish small groups of 4 
or 5 families and have a chat time set up,  making 
sure that no one has an important need that they can 

not, by themselves, address.   Something akin to an 
old fashioned telephone tree but with modern 
trappings.   Vicki got my 92 year old mother on 
ZOOM and there are very few that could possibly 
be less computer literate.   If you think this would 
be helpful either for our church family or your 
personal family please give me a call and Vicki or I 
will try and help you get set up.  You will need a 
laptop, tablet, or cell phone and internet. 

***** 
 

Recognize DIGGER? 
Randy shared a photo he took of the longhorn that 
lives in Hondo at the metal art site. He found out 
from the owner that Digger was named that because 
of the way he digs his front feet/hooves into the dirt 
at times. They originally bought him, intending to 
much later have a good meal or several, but he soon 
became a friend and large pet. You can, check him 
out when you go out that way. 
 
 

 
***** 

Dioesan Coronavirus Website 
 
Check out this website that has information for 
individuals, congregations, and Episcopal leaders 
about the Covid 19 response. Bishop Hunn has 
posted videos you can watch with his messages 
about the pandemic.  
 
It is: https://drgresponds.squarespace.com/ 



 
 

 
 

***** 

SERVICES & OFFICE HOURS 
 
Check out the ECLC Ruidoso Facebook site … 
there are videos you can watch from past services 
and of the choir. On Sundays, the service is live 
streamed at 10:30 a.m. We watched it this past 
Sunday and the video was very clear with good 
sound. 
 
For now, office hours are the same at Holy Mount. 
Food and other donations ($) are still needed. If you 
don’t want to go inside, they can be placed on the 
table in the courtyard. This is a hard time for many 
people so your generosity is much appreciated and 
needed. 

***** 
 
 

COMMUNITY SUPPER UPDATE 
The March Community supper was held at Holy 
Mount prior to the stay at home orders because of 
the coronavirus. Here are some photos taken that 
evening: 
 

 

 
 
Many thanks to the Scouts who helped with the 
March supper. Not surprisingly, they have 
suspended meetings until the pandemic is over but 
the leaders are staying in touch with families and 
the Scouts continue to work on merit badges etc.  
 
Here’s two more photos from the March supper. 



 

 
 

The April Community Supper will be take 
out only … featuring Lasagna and bread. 
Please let others in the community know 
that food will be available for them to eat at 
home. It would probably be a good idea for 

people to call the office and let us know how 
many meals they’ll want to pick up on that 
day. Contact Bettye if you’d like to help in 
some way while maintaining social 
distancing, of course.  

***** 
 

A Message from Our Presiding Bishop 
Michael B. Curry about Holy Week 

 
(These are exerpts, his full message can be found on 
the Diocesan website. His message was posted on 
March 17, 2020.) 
 
 “Dear People of God: 
 
 Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
 
These affirmations are at the very heart of our faith 
as followers of Jesus Christ. 
 
In public services of Holy Week and Easter we 
solemnly contemplate, commemorate, and 
rededicate our lives as witnesses to life made 
possible in the passion, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus. Together with Christmas, Holy Week and 
Easter are the holiest days of our life together in 
Christ. 
 
Last week, I stated publicly my support for bishops 
who, in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
decide for a “designated period of time … to cancel 
in-person gatherings for public worship.” I write 

now concerning the need to suspend in-person 

gatherings for public worship, in most contexts, 

during the sacred time of Holy Week and Easter 

Day. Because this is a global health crisis, the 
principles in this letter apply throughout the 
Episcopal Church, including beyond the United 
States.” 
 
…”It is important to emphasis that suspension of 

in-person gatherings is not a suspension of 

worship. I very much encourage and support 

online worship.” 

 

…”It is out of this love for our fellow human 
beings, our neighbors, that we forego the blessing of 



being physically together for worship. In so doing 
we seek to promote health and healing needed at 
this time. 
 
God bless you and keep the faith.” 
 
Watch for specific information about services at 
ECLC from the church office. 

***** 

COULD YOU HELP OUT VICKI 
CONLEY? 

(Following is her letter very slightly edited:) 
 
Friends, Family, sewers/crafters, and National Park 
enthusiasts: 
 
I am applying for a National Park (NP) Artist 
Residency at Volcanoes National Park. A project 
proposal is required for the application. The project 
should involve the public at the NP at least one day 
during the residency. I am asking your help to 
contribute to the data for my proposal. 
 
I want my project to be a community art project 
where everyone’s piece of art contributes to the 
overall installation. The public would come to my 
workspace at the park and using one of their own 
phone photos taken in the park, make a small fabric 
and paper flag approximately 8” by 6”. These flags 
will be 2 sided – one side with a print out of their 
photo, the other side constructed on site with fabric, 
paper, glue, markers, stitching, thread, and other 
supplies. Then the fabric collage and the photograph 
would be stitched together with a small pocket 
space at the top. When all flags are constructed, 
rope will be threaded through the pocket and the 
strings of the flags suspended in the visitor center or 
outside the visitor center. Whatever the park staff 
decides is best. Upon returning home, I would 
compile the photographs of everyone’s piece of art 
into a self-published catalog. This catalog would be 
available to anyone to purchase online and the 
proceeds donated back to the NP Art Foundation, 
the organization that sponsors the residency. 
 
In order to make a good proposal, I need some flags 
made and some people to try out my directions. 
Here is the link to the directions for you to make 
one of these flags. http;//www.vicki-
conley.com/national-park-flags. This is to be a 
fairly quick project. Not counting the time it takes 

you to find and get your photograph printed out, the 
actual construction of the flag should only take 
between 30-45 minutes. Your approach should be 
simple and bold, not an exact replia of your 
photograph. If you don’t want to do something 
representational, you could do something abstract 
just based on the colors or the feeling that you got 
from being in that place. I would like you to use a 
photograph that you took at a NP or National 
Monument or state park or other federal land. In 
process picutres at at http://www.vicki-
conley.com/flag-in-processe-and-design-layout-
pictures.  
 
I need a bunch of flags so that I can put them all 
together on a rope and take a picture to include with 
my proposal. I will also ask you to send me a few 
photos of your work as it progresses. This project 
can be shared with anybody you know, done with 
your children or grandchildren, or other 
sewing/crafting friends. Feel free to pass this on. 
The pictures of the flags that you produce will also 
be included in the catalog. 
 
During these unsettling and uncertain days, while 
we all have time on our hands, I hope you will 
consider making me a little flag and mailing it to me 
over the next 3 weeks. Please mail by April 20, 
2020. 
 
I hope you all have fun with this project. Thank 
you!  
 
Vicki Conley 
P.O. Box 437 
Ruidoso Downs, NM 88346 

***** 
 

HOME WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 
OR THE YOUNG AT HEART? 

 
Here are three recipes to make homemade play 
dough. Enjoy them.  
 
CLOUD DOUGH:  
2 cups corn starch 
1 cup baby lotion 
food coloring 
essential oil optional 
 
Mix & use. Note that I doubt this one is safe to eat. 



 
 
 
SAFE TASTE DOUGH: 
2 cups flour 
¼ cup oil 
5-10 drops food coloring per portion  
Mix and use 
 
Note: This may be safe to taste but don’t eat by the 
spoonful. 
 
BAKABLE SALT DOUGH 
4 cups flour 
1 cup salt 
1 and ½ cup water (may need less) 
food coloring optional (can paint after baking) 
Mix, roll out, cut into shapes with cookie cutter or 
knife 
Bake 350 x 1 hour 
Paint and enjoy 
You can make Christmas or Easter ornaments with 
these by inserting something before baking that 
won’t burn in the oven. 
Note: This is edible but wouldn’t taste too good. 

 
***** 

FINALLY … 
 

Stay safe … social distancing helps 
 

Remember your church family in your 
prayers 

 
Continue to donate food for the food 

bank and $ for the Discretionary Fund 
 

Do Something Fun!

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 


