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Episcopal Church in 

Lincoln County Newsletter          

   To be a welcoming congregation, inclusive of everyone, inspired by the Holy Spirit 

and educated to live out our Christian faith. 

 

JANUARY! 2020!  
 

Want to Actually Keep Your 

2020 Resolutions? 

 
The City on the Hill website had six 
recommendations to help Christians keep 
their New Year resolutions. Here they are: 
 
1. Understand that you can’t. But God can. 
 Our willpower is not enough. By 
making positive changes in our lives, we 
honor God. Prayer is the best strategy. 
 
2. Give your life to God’s will. 
 Consider the why. Why do you 
want to make the change … is it what God 
is telling you? 
 
3. Take responsibility for your past. 
 If you want to change, why keep 
doing what you’ve done before? Ask God 
to help you own and release your past. 
 
4. Forgive and ask to be forgiven. 
 If you have guilt or bitterness 
because of past events/issues, make 
forgiveness a top priority. 
 
5. (Stay) Connected to God and others 
 Include God and others in deciding 
what resolutions you want to make. This 
also helps you keep them. 
 
6. Help others connect to God. 
 Focusing on others has a positive 
impact on us … so help others keep their 
resolutions. 

Letter from The Rector 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

We have entered, not just a new year, but a new decade.  
We are facing all the things that have to be done each 
January.  This year we have scheduled our annual 
meeting for February 2nd, so that Doug Conley, our 
treasurer can be with us to present the financials & the 
budget for 2020.  Since this is our annual business 
meeting, we will be electing 4 vestry members (3 for 3 
year terms & one to serve the remaining 2 years of Doug 
Weigle’s term.)  Mike Gossett, Lou McLeod, Josie 
Powell & Jane Terrell have offered to stand for election.  
If anyone else would like to run, please let me know by 
January 16th.   We will also elect delegates & alternates 
to diocesan convention that day.  We need 2 delegates & 
2 alternates.  John Rutherford, Sal Lopez, Armando 
Garcia and Carol Keys have agreed to fill these 
positions.  Again, if you wish to stand for election, 
please let me know by January 16th.  On the 2nd, the 
10:30 service at Holy Mount will be our only service 
that Sunday.  A pot-luck lunch will follow the annual 
meeting. 
 
I order to prepare for the annual meeting we need 
reports from all the organizations at ECLC.  Please, get 
your reports to the office by January 27th. 
 
During Lent, I will once again be leading a study.  If you 
have a topic you would like addressed during lent, 
please let me know.  I am trying to decide on a topic 
now, so I can begin preparations for the study.  Ideas are 
welcome. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 

Judy 



 2

 

Meet the New Officers of 
St. Anne’s Guild 

 

 
 
Pictured above are: President: Josie Powell, Vice 
President: Pat Delhotel, Treasurer: Jane Terrell and 
Secretary: Bobbie Gossett 
 
Thanks to them all for their service to ECLC! 

 
A Day in the Life of YOUR 

Church Treasurer 
 
It was Wednesday, about 11:30, Ziva (John’s dog) 
had spent the night at our house and I had agreed to 
drop her off at the office. Ziva and I walked in the 
door and John was visiting with two ladies seeking 
some sort of HELP from the church. I left and went 
to my noon meeting. By the way, for those of you 
who are wondering about the mental ability of your 
treasurer, let me put your mind at rest, Tuesday is 
the day before Wednesday … I will call your 
attention to this fact several times in this letter. 
 
I got back to the office about 1:00 as I needed to 
print financial reports for the Vestry meeting to 
occur that evening. Just as John was offering to help 
me, Judy interrupted us and asked John to move the 
small refrigerator from her car. John put the 
refrigerator on the trailer attached to his truck, 
which belonged to parishioner JB Terrell, along 
with a bed frame (from Joseph’s Workshop) and I 
begin to work on my reports. Out of one ear I could 
hear Carol Keys arranging for the purchase of 

another bed frame, to be delivered later that week, 
and coordinating further aid with yet another 
Joseph’s Workshop client. By the way, Wednesday 
is the day after Tuesday. 
 
Judy and John passed by each other in the hallway 
of the parish hall and I overheard a conversation 
about the refrigerator being moved and John could 
now deliver a heater for the 5 people living in an 
extraordinarily small trailer … with no heat on a 
night that ‘warmed up’ to the low teens. This fact 
was discovered while delivering some other aid that 
they had requested when they came in well before I 
got there on Wednesday, which as you now know 
that I know, is the day after Tuesday. 
 
John left to make his delivery, Judy left to buy a 
heater and deliver it and I finally got down to 
finishing my Vestry reports. About an hour later, 
4:00 pm, John called me and asked if I would give a 
lady, raising 4 kids on her own, some milk that he 
promised would be here for her. And sure enough, a 
few minutes later a lady showed up with one of her 
daughters to pick up the milk, which had turned into 
milk, turkey, butter, canned goods, and some other 
stuff in a box which I can’t remember. The lady and 
her daughter left with a smiles of gratitude and 
thanks on their faces on this, the Wednesday after 
Tuesday. 
 
I printed my reports and headed to the Vestry 
meeting. I got there to find that floor was covered 
with so many sacks of Christmas presents and food 
that one had to be careful not to step on or in them. 
Sal’s Christmas Project was underway with a turkey 
to be added to the sacks and delivery to take place 
Saturday morning, note: also not Tuesday. In rushed 
Bettye who needed to check on the status of the 
dinner for the Vestry. She had made a quick stop on 
her bus route to accomplish this task and as Sr. 
Warden, would be back about 6:30 for supper and 
the meeting, after which she would prep the bus for 
the next day (clean the day’s detritus and fill it with 
gas). By the way, Bettye is the same lady that 
cooks, with help from a few other parishioners, for 
the monthly Community Supper usually serving 
125-150 people in search of a meal. That meal 
occurs on Monday, the day before Tuesday, by the 
way. 
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Now some of you may be curious about my hangup 
with TUESDAY. You see on the door of the office 
is a sign requesting that people who are in need 
please apply on --- TUESDAY! This was done to 
allow the church secretary to work on church stuff 
like bulletins, holding the treasurers hand on 
Monday mornings, rescue dogs, mow the back lot, 
move furniture, etc. It was also done to allow the 
priest time to visit with parishioners, talk to 
architects about how to more effectively feed 
people for the Community Supper, how to turn a 
little income into enough to keep our organization 
fruitful, to rescue dogs, cats, horses, and families, 
and to keep the treasurer on track. Notice most of 
these tasks are not on the job descriptions of the 
church secretary or the priest. Also notice that 
“need” can’t read the notice on our door and that the 
people who run that office have the ability to make 
rules and the wisdom to break rules. 
 
At the Vestry meeting, we discussed the financial 
(November) and I pointed out that for this year to 
date, we received over $80,000.00 donated for 
various functions that serve those less fortunate than 
most of us (nearly half of our operating budget). 
And we received about $20,000 less than the 
amount required to meet our annual operating cost, 
continuing to make up this deficit from the 
Fenimore fund, which will soon be exhausted. In 
spite of what you may think is coming, this is not a 
plea for more money! As I write this, the Next 
Wednesday will be one of the most important days 
in our church calendar. By the way, coming after 
one of the Most important Tuesdays, and I write this 
to let you know that I think you, collectively and 
individually, are the most amazing people I have 
ever been associated with. I don’t know how long 
we can continue to support our ministry to those in 
need but I believe that we can take pride in what we 
have accomplished, and I believe that this is what 
Christ called us to do. Merry Christmas. 
 
(Doug Conley, Treasurer) 

 
A Scout Party! 

 
Members and leaders of Pack/Troop 95 held a 
Christmas Party complete with lots of food, games, 
and, of course, presents. Here are some photos! 

 
 
 

 
 
You might recognize a few of the kids (young and 
older ones). They all had a good time.  
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Meanwhile, members of St. Matthias 
kept busy preparing for Christmas 

 
The photos include: Martha Proctor and Rene 
Burton together, Georgia Ortiz, and Flavia, who is 
Georgia’s cousin.  

 
We thank them for their service and work at the 
chapel! 
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February Will Be Busy! 

 
Our Annual Meeting will be held the first Sunday in 
February after the 10:30 service. Please attend. And 
all heads or organizations, large and small, have 
until 1/27 to turn in their annual report to John. 
 
Scout Sunday will be in February … watch for the 
date to be announced. 

***** 
 

 
 

December’s Community Supper 
 
Not surprisingly, it was busy and tasted wonderful. 
Here are some photos of our many volunteers and 
some of the eaters (which was everyone!). 
 
 
 

 

 



 6

 
 

 

JOSEPH’S WORKSHOP 
Carol keys reports that with the cold weather and 
holidays, Joseph’s Workshop has been busy giving 
away household goods, furniture, & of course, beds. 
We have given away several warm comforters & 
bedspreads but can always use more of any size. 
Full & Queen are most useful. The large furniture 
items, besides beds, that are most in demand are 
dressers and small kitchen tables & chairs. We 
currently have enough couches but could use a 
futon. Our community & our congreation have been 
generous with household items & money which is 
essential since our funding from the Diocese has 
been cut this year. Next year, the Diocese funding 
will be eliminated. We hope to be able to continue 
this outreach ministry but time will tell. 
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YOUR support for Joseph’s Workshop and ECLC 
is always appreciated! 

**** 
 

CHRISTMAS EVECHRISTMAS EVECHRISTMAS EVECHRISTMAS EVE    

    

    

***** 

 
ICON WRITING WORKSHOP 

 
St. Chad’s in Albuquerque is hosting a 5 day Icon 
Writing Workshop in February. The cost is $350 
with a $100 deposit, which includes all supplies and 
lunch. The dates are 2/17-21 (Mon-Fri) from 8:30 
am to 4:30 pm. Participants can make either a 
Mother of God icon or a St. Francis icon. 
 
For more information, contact Janet Bridgers at 505 
433 9565 or email her at jpbridgers@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Remember the Christmas song, The 
Twelve Days of Christmas? 

 
Some researchers believe that this song was written 
as a secret code for Catholics who were forbidden 
in England from practicing their religion. The song, 
if this is true, gave parents a way to teach their 
children about the saints and doctrine without 
alerting the Protestants of the time. Each day 
represents the celebration of a martyr, a saint, or a 
feast connected with Jesus’ birth.  
 
Here are what some suspect the meanings to be: 
 
1.  On the first day of Christmas, my true love gave 
to me, a partridge in a pear tree. This represents 
God (true love) and Jesus Christ (the partridge). 
 
2. Two turtle doves. The Old and New Testaments 
 
3. Three french hens. The three gifts of faith, hope, 
and love. 
 
4. Four calling birds. The four Gospels. 
 
5. Five Golden Rings. The Books of Moses. 
 
6. Six geese a-laying. The six days of creation. 
 
7. Seven swans a-swimming. Seven gifts of the 
Holy Spirit. 
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8. Eight maids a-milking. The eight beatitudes. 
 
9. Nine ladies dancing. The nine fruits of the Holy 
Spirit such as charity, peace, and kindness. 
 
10. Ten lords a-leaping. The Ten Commandments. 
 
11. Eleven Pipers piping. The eleven apostles. 
 
12. Twelve drummers drumming. The points of the 
Apostles Creed. 
 

 

THEN THE WISE MEN CAME 

 
(NOTE: One of our favorite little girls is holding 

Baby Jesus in her hands.) 

 
(Many many thanks to our members who put 

together the two beautiful wreaths!) 

 
(Another part of the beautiful altar at Holy Mount 

during the Christmas season.) 
****** 

Ever hear of a Corneto? 
 

 
 
Our terrific choir director, Sam, is always educating 
the choir about music and various instruments. He 
brought his corneto to show us and we hope he’ll 
play it in church some day so everyone can see and 
hear how it sounds. 
 
The corneto was used during the High Renaissance 
Period either instead of a violino (or violin) or along 
with one. It was used in the introduction of one of 
Verdi’s operas. It is a wind instrument and was 
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originally made of wood, covered with leather but 
the more modern ones (cheaper too) are made of 
plastic covered with leather. 
 
By the way, if you like to sing … come join the 
choir! 

***** 

PUPPIES! 
Judy and John rescued a mother dog and her two 
puppies … as of 1/5, the two puppies are available. 
They resemble labs (one yellow, one brown I think) 
and are adorably cute like all puppies. Contact the 
office if interested. Right now, the black male is 
named Henry and the yellow female is named Rosa 
I think Judy and Seth are keeping the mother dog 
whose name is Star. 
 

 
 
          

 
 
 

John rescued another puppy that was alone and is 
keeping her. She’s named Abby (to go along with 
Ziva … if you’re an NCIS fan, you’ll understand. 
 

 
 
 

***** 

Two Online Courses of Interest 
 

Both courses are for the Spring, 2020 semester at 
ENMU through their Religion Program. 
 
1. Biblical Archaeology.  
2. Science and Religion. 
 
Both courses can be taken for credit or can be 
audited. There are special rates for seniors and 
military personnel. 
 
If interested, contact Dr. Shirley Rollinson, Religion 
Program, ENMU at 575 562 2519 or email her at 
Shirley.rollinson@enmu.edu. 
 

 

Liturgical Revision  
 

A Task Force has been formed with a new website 
to give Episcopalians an opportunity to participate 
in the revision of the liturgy. The site is available in 
English and Spanish.  
 
Developed y the Task Force on Liturgical and 
Prayer Book Revision, you can find draft 
documents online with plans and principles being 
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used to guide the work on new liturgical texts. It is 
also a clearinghouse for liturgies previously 
approved by the General Convention. 
 
There is a submission page that will allow you to 
give them feedback or your ideas. The draft 
documents will be revised in April, 2020 officially. 
 
If interested, go to EpiscopalCommonprayer.org. 
 

 

Hymn Writing Competition 
 

The Church in Wales has launched a competition 
for a new liturgical hymn to celebrate their 100th 
year. Anyone within the Anglican Communion can 
enter this competition and you do not have to live 
within their diocese. 
 
The hymn must be new words set to an existing 
tune, or new words set to a new tune (all original). 
It should be celebratory in nature, giving thanks to 
God for 100 years in Wales, and praying for God’s 
grace in the future. 
 
There are two categories: an open category and one 
just for entries from Church in Wales schools. They 
hope to include the new hymn in the order of 
service for their centenary service in St. Davids 
Cathedral. 
 
If interested in hymn creation, submit by March 1, 
2020 to diocese.stdavids@churchinwales.org.uk. 
 

 

Jan 5th Sermon  
 
Judy’s sermon started out about the wise men and 
how they needed to follow a different road home so 
Herod wouldn’t know where to find the infant 
Jesus. 
 
The important message your Editor got from the 
sermon was … that “Jesus always takes a different 
road” … “a road he asks us to travel with him” … 
and it’s “the road to new life.” 
 
It’s good we travel this road together, isn’t it? 
 

 
 
 

 


