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“To be a welcoming congregation, inclusive of everyone, inspired by the Holy Spirit and educated to live out our Christian faith.”

Rector’s Annual Report to the Congregation (Excerpts)
Dear Friends,
It seems like 2016 flew
by. Many things were
accomplished in our
parish and some were
not. We had a vestry
retreat in February,
which recommended
some changes to the
format of meetings.
We tried to have more
emphasis on prayer
and things of the spirit.
That did not work well
in the vestry meetings,
so we returned to the
previous format of a
short worship followed
by all business. I am
taking this as a learning experience. What I
have learned is that the
vestry may be the
wrong group to take on
the challenge of deepening our spiritual
lives. I am still thinking and praying about
this challenge. I have
asked the Rev. Carolyn
Metzler to lead a quiet
day for the parish and
anyone who would like
to attend. We have set

a date in Lent of
March 11th from
9:00 am to 3:00 pm
at Holy Mount.
Carolyn is a priest,
living in Albuquerque. She regularly
leads quiet days all
around the nation.
She is on the staff of
the Center for Action
and Contemplation,
which was started by
Richard Rohr. I hope
you will mark this
date on your calendar
now and plan to attend.
In 2017, under the
guidance of Bettye
McGinnis,
Willa
Martin and John
Harast, we will be
doing a new parish
cookbook.
Please
get your favorite recipes ready to hand to
the committee. This
is another important
fund raising project
for ECLC.
After looking to
2017, I will go back

to cover some of the
high points of 2016.
We were blessed with
a visit from Bishop
Vono in September.
We were delighted to
welcome three new
members, Lottie-Beth
Davis and Terry and
Susan Garrett. We had
a delicious pot-luck
with the Bishop and
then went to St.
Anne’s where Bishop
Vono presided over a
full house. All in all,
it was a great day.
Our memorial wall
continues to add
plaques. We still need
a few more purchases
to pay ourselves back
for the wall. If there is
someone you would
like to honor, please
keep the wall in mind.
Cont’d back page.

Important dates

4

Rector's letter

1

Toy Drive

2

Community Supper

2

DOK

2

Annual Meeting

3

Baptism

3

Page 2

Episcopal Church of Lincoln County
Daughters of the King are

Book Discussion
Rev. Judy will be leading a
noon book discussion beginning January 24, 2017. It will
be weekly and will last about
an hour to an hour and a half.
The first book chosen is:
In the Name of Jesus, by
Henri Nouwen. This book
can be purchased on Amazon
and other book sites.

Annual Christmas
Toys Ministry
A large group of volunteers
gathered at the church Dec.
10 to wrap the presents that
were donated to 45 local
families and almost 90 children. Families from throughout the county, even as far
as Corona, benefit from the
group's generosity.
"The schools love it and the
families always appreciate
what they get," Sal Lopez
said. He, his wife Chely, and
his whole family began this
ministry when they lived in
California and continued
their efforts after moving to
Ruidoso.

Tamale Fiesta!

studying the book, “Praying
Deeper” by the Rev. Michael
Gemignani. The first part is about
mysticism. Part II is about Spiritual Growth, Part III—
Sanctification, Part IV—
Community, Part V—Spiritual Direction, Part VI—The Seven
Deadly Sins. There are questions
for reflection after each section.
All women are welcomed to our
meetings which are held on the first
Tuesday of each month at 1 pm in
the parish hall.
Our DOK president, Imelda
Horne, is planning to go to
the Las Cruces Lenten retreat
on March 4th and is considering going to the Feb. 18th
retreat in Santa Fe which
requires attendees to go the
day before. Ladies ,please let
her know if you are interested in attending these

Altar Guild
Please contact Mimi
Killian if you are called to
serve on the Altar Guild.

Church members enjoyed a wonderful evening at the home of Esther
and Armando Garcia where they
were treated to a homemade tamale
feast. Hopefully, this will be an
annual event!

Toys in church ready to be
blessed.

Community Supper

No 5th Sunday Potluck this month!

The first community supper of 2017 was held on
January 9. A roast beef
dinner was served to
more than 40 people.
Our next dinner will be
February 13. Please
come to help, if you are
able.
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Welcome to The Family!
On The Feast of The Holy Name, our
congregation welcomed into The Body of
Christ Soren Frederick William Wooley,
son of Emily French Wooley and Ryan
Wooley. Soren is the grandson of Dr.
Frederick French and Diane French.

Vestry 2017

Reminders:

The annual meeting of the Episcopal Church of Lincoln
County was held January 8, 2017. Revd. Judy stated, “I
especially want to thank the three outgoing vestry members for their dedication and service. Marilyn Orr has
somehow found time to serve as senior warden and has
done a wonderful job. John Harast has served faithfully
for two years as junior warden and has helped to keep
our buildings and grounds in working shape. Sal Lopez,
as always has contributed in many ways to the parish
and certainly to the outreach.”

Adult Christian Formation classes , facilitated by Dr.
Roy Benavides, are Thursdays at 4:45 pm in the undercroft at Church of the Holy Mount.

The new vestry members elected at the meeting are
Doug Conley, Gary Jackson, and Bettye McGinnis. This
upcoming year, Mary Aigner will serve as Senior Warden, while Gary Jackson has been elected Junior Warden. Please keep the vestry in your prayers.

Vestry: Monday, February 20th in Parish Hall at
5:30 pm
Tuesdays: Noon, Book discussion with the Rector.
Wednesdays: Holy Eucharist at 5:30; Choir Practice
at 6:30. The healing service is the first Wednesday.
Third Sundays: Contribution to Discretionary Fund,
Soldiers Smiles, Food Bank
Community Supper—Second Monday night of each
month
Lopez Breakfast— Third Sunday at 9:00
BOSA Breakfast—First Sunday at 9:00

Newsletter Editor Needed!

Mary Aigner, Senior Warden; Doug Conley, Treasurer,
Josie Powell, Betty McGinnis, Sterling Spencer, Gary
Jackson, Junior Warden and Imelda Horne.

(Cont’d from page 1)
One wing of the wall has been dedicated to military, police, firefighters and other emergency workers, who have
given their lives in service to others. Jordon Cameron has
done a wonderful job of taking care of this chapel area of
our property. If you are interested in purchasing a plaque,
please see Jordan.
My appreciation goes to all who have participated in the
Work Days at the church, to those who work so hard on
the community suppers, to Carol Keyes and Deacon Laurie
as well as John Rutherford for their tireless work with
Joseph’s Workshop., to Roy Benavides for continuing the
Adult Christian Formation classes, and the Prayer Shawl
Ministers who have knitted and crocheted to provide
prayer shawls for so many who need comfort., to all who
come together wrap and distribute toys, to our organist,
choir director and the whole choir, to our lay readers, acolytes and lay Eucharistic ministers.

I want to thank the members of the Altar Guild for their
faithfulness in setting up and taking down the alter. I want
to thank the dedicated members of the Daughters of the
King. They have taken on the important ministry of
prayer. Remember, all of us are called to a ministry of
prayer. I want to thank the Brotherhood of St. Andrew for
their ministry. Their monthly breakfasts have enabled us
to do a number of things in the parish. St. Anne’s Guild is
another group which contributes to both outreach and to
needed work in the parish. Thanks to everyone who works
so hard to make “Christmas in July” a success year after
year.

Judy and Santa

Of course, thanks goes to Laurie Benavides, our deacon,
for her guidance in outreach and her faithfulness in serving. I cannot thank Brenda Restivo enough for her hard
work as treasurer. This is not an easy task, and Brenda has
done an outstanding job. We are all in debt to her for her
hard work.

I ask for prayers for myself and for our parish. Pray that
we may grow closer in God’s love, that we may be compassionate with one another and be beacons of Christ’s
love in a broken world.

Yours in Christ,

Make a Joyful Noise!

Judy

