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Rector’s Report 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
 I want to encourage all of you to participate in our 
Holy Week services. Holy Week services give us the 
opportunity to walk with our Lord on his journey to the 
cross and it is only by his cross that we share in His 
resurrection. Holy Week begins on Palm Sunday, as we 
remember Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. We then 
continue with the institution of the last supper on Maundy 
Thursday and the crucifixion on Good Friday. 
 I know that it can be difficult to face Jesus’ 
betrayal, suffering, and death, but these services make 
Easter morning all the more glorious. In my Tuesday 
evening class, we have been looking at the Passion 
Narratives. These stories lie at the heart of the Christian 
faith. The passion and resurrection stories were recited at 
each worship service in the early church. These stories 
were kept alive by oral tradition until they were written 
down by the writers of the gospels. We need to hear these 
stories because they have been passed down to us through 
the centuries and lie at the core of our faith. They go back 
to those who were there and participated in the last supper 
and stood at the foot of the cross.  
 Holy Week gives us the chance to stand, with 
Christians throughout the ages, at the foot of the cross and 
keep vigil with our crucified Lord. Easter gives us the 
promise of new life. The cross is the way to the empty 
tomb. It is the way for us to proclaim with Thomas, “My 
Lord and my God.” 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Judy 
 

Did You Know? 
 We are electing a new Diocesan 
Bishop happening this year, as Bishop 
Vono will be retiring later in the fall. Do 
you know the differences between all the 
types of bishops within the Episcopal 
Church? For those who don’t or forgot, 
here’s a refresher on bishops. The 27th 
Presiding Bishop of the General 
Convention (national church body) is 
Michael Curry. The Presiding Bishop is 
elected every 3 years during the General 
Convention … this is being held in 
Austin this year (7/5-13/18). Here’s a 
photo of Bishop Curry: 
 

 
 
 At the Diocesan level, a Diocesan 
Bishop supervises the parishes in the 
Diocese. This is Bishop Vono’s position. 
The Bishop Coadjutor is elected to 
succeed as the Diocesan Bishop, serving 
under that position under the D. Bishop 
retires or resigns. A Bishop Suffragen is 
elected by the Diocese to assist the 
Diocesan Bishop. Then, an Assistant 
Bishop can be appointed to assist in the 
Diocese, with approval of the Standing 
Committee.  
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If you’d like to honor 
someone or give thanks to 
God by providing our 
flowers at Holy Mount … 
the Flower Calendar is 
filling up fast! Remember 
though that there are no 
flowers during Lent and 
Advent. The signup sheet is 
in the back of the church or 
contact the office. 
  Check it out! 

Joseph’s Workshop 

News 
 The grant for $9,000 
was awarded to JW … yea! 
They are always in need of beds 
(especially twin size), towels, 
and other linens. Any household 
donations are welcome, from 
small items to large such as 
furniture and appliances. 
Sometimes, donations will be 
used for the garage sale instead, 
when appropriate. 

***** 

Genie in a Bottle? 
Your editor happened to turn on 
the radio one Sunday and heard 
the words, “Tithing’s not a 
genie in a bottle.” Naturally, my 
first reaction was, ‘WHAT?’ 
So, my curiosity up, I listened 
to more. The gist of this 
preacher’s talk was that there 
are two kinds of attitudes 
towards giving. The first is that 
the giver will receive something 

in return … hence, the genie in 
a bottle image. You give and 
you will receive. The second, 
and better attitude, is that of a 
cheerful giver who gives in 
appreciation of all the blessings 
we already receive. 
 In the Episcopal church, 
we don’t really talk about 
mandatory or expected giving, 
but we do have pledges which 
help us budget and manage our 
monies on behalf of ECLC and 
our many ministries. In 2017, 
there were 34 pledges and this 
year, 2018, we’ve received 47 
so far. This is terrific! If you’ve 
not sent one in, it’s not too late 
and does make our Treasurer’s 
job a little easier. But, if for 
some reason, you don’t like to 
pledge, that’s ok too! We love 
and appreciate all our members 
and visitors. 

***** 

RECOGNIZE THESE 
CUTIES? 

 
They made books during Sunday 
School … all the kids who attend 
enjoy coming to church. 

Many thanks to Robert and 
Pizza Hut for donating 
pizza to the recent Snow 

Slam … we heard it was 
delicious! 

***** 

Do you Love to Sing? 
Do you warble like Adele, 
croon like Frank Sinatra, do 
falsetto like Adam Levine, or 
sing low like Randy Travis? Do 
you belt one out along with the 
radio or in the shower?  
 

 If you fit 
any of these descriptions, 
consider joining the choir at 
Holy Mount. We especially 
need sopranos and tenors, but 
any voice is welcome … yours, 
included. You do not have to 
know how to read music … just 
be prepared to raise your voice 
in joy to the Lord. 

***** 

DO YOU KNOW? 
 Have you met 
Gwendolyn Watson, the pianist 
at St. Matthias Chapel? She is a 
retired professional musician, 
primarily the cello, who has 
lived on both coasts playing in 
orchestras and for many years, 
accompanying dancers at the 
famed Julliard. Music is in 
Gwendolyn’s soul. 
 Her journey to St. 
Matthias and the Episcopal 
church was unexpected. Raised 
Presbyterian, and she relates 
having two great-aunts who 
were missionaries in China back 
in the 1890’s, she studied 
religion and philosophy. Later 
on she joined the Bahai faith. 
After some times, she says, “I 
felt blah,” like something was 
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wrong and she withdrew from 
this faith.  
 A former dancer she 
knew had moved to Carrizozo. 
Gwendolyn was living in Rome, 
Georgia and felt the need to 
move elsewhere. She tried 
Iceland first, but ended up 
coming to New Mexico. She 
loves living here and felt as if 
“magic happened” to bring her 
here. When the previous 
musician at St. Matthias was 
leaving, Pat Cooper and 
Gwendolyn Rogers knocked on 
her door one day … asking her 
if she’d consider playing for the 
chapel on Sundays. Gwendolyn 
told them, “Well, I would, if I 
can do it well. If I can learn.”  
 Well, with the help of 
the prior pianist and mentorship 
of Rene Burton, Gwendolyn 
learned the Episcopal service 
and gained confidence playing 
at the chapel. She prefers to use 
the green hymnal, which has 
larger print. John notifies her of 
the Holy Mount service music 
and she chooses related hymns 
coordinated to the time of year. 
“I like to choose something 
people are successful singing, 
and with enthusiasm.” 
 Gwendolyn is also a 
poet and has a book of her 
poetry available from 
OutskirtsPress.com. The title is 
“Brave Poems Released” 
(2016), written under her pen 
name, Iona Leveck. She also 
published an earlier book (not 
poetry), titled “Improvisation 
As A Way of Life”, by Author 
House and is collaborating on 
another book about acquiring 
improvisational skills. 
 Creativity, not just 
music, is in Gwendolyn’s soul! 

Here’s her photo:

 
Gwendolyn also gives music 
lessons, if your interested, piano 
or cello. All of us at ECLC are 
fortunate to have her at St. 
Matthias and in Lincoln 
County! 
*********************** 

Have you Heard? 
 Our Rector asked Vicki 
Conley if she would gather 
ECLC sewers and create a new 
banner for us. In addition to 
gracing the sanctuary at Holy 
Mount on Sundays (and in the 
chapels at times), it will be used 
at the consecration service for 
the new Diocesan Bishop later 
on this year. During that event, 
all the parishes have a 
representative carry their banner 
down the aisle in the 
processional. The banner will 
represent Holy Mount, St. 
Matthias, and St. Anne’s. 
 You may not realize it, 
but Vicki is a renowned art 
quilter, whose work has won 
awards at many of the top 
shows in the nation. Well, Vicki 
designed and had already  

completed a lot of the work on 
the banner when she met with 
several women to work on the 
“stained glass” portion of the 
quilted banner. She is an 
excellent teacher and patiently 
taught those of us who helped, 
on her unique piecing 
technique. Thanks to Pat Tate, 
Imelda Horne, Carol Guteirrez 
(another award winning quilter), 
and Sandy Thomas for helping 
with this great project.  
 More photos on page 4: 
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Our ECLC banner will look 
beautiful when completed. And 
will spend time at Holy Mount 
and each of the chapels. Thank 
you, Vicki, for all of your 
creativity and hard work!!! 

***** 

Lenten Soup and Study 
 The Lenten Tuesday 
night soup supper and study 
began Feb. 20th and will 
continue every week until the 
end of Lent. The supper starts at 
5:30 and the first night featured 
four different soups … what a 
treat! Judy is leading the study 

comparing the passion story 
with the four Gospels. 
 

Upcoming Events!!! 
1) Want to learn CPR? Sandie 
Nunnley will teach a free class 
on March 24th. Church members 
and community friends are 
welcome to join. Let John know 
if you’re interested. Depending 
on the number of participants, it 
will be held either in the parish 
hall or at the EMS building in 
Ruidoso. 
2) The Southwest Deannery 
meeting will be held at Holy 
Mount on April 21st.  
3) The Bishop has changed the 
date of his visit to ECLC to 
June 24th. Anyone wishing to be 
confirmed or reaffirmed should 
let John or Judy know. Watch 
for more details to come! 
4) April 19th at St. Andrew’s 
church in Roswell will feature 
an opportunity to meet the 
candidates for Diocesan Bishop 
from 6-9 pm. The election will 
be May 5th in Albuquerque. 

***** 

Meatloaf? At our 
Community Supper in 

March? 

 
 
Ooops …. Wrong meatloaf ! 
But the Outreach Committee, 
which sponsors the March 
Community Supper on the 12th, 
has decided to cook and serve 
meatloaf for dinner. As always, 
volunteers will be needed for 
both cooking and serving in a 
myriad of ways at the supper 

itself. Please mark your 
calendars and plan to be there. 
The February supper was a 
great success and enjoyed by 
attendees and volunteers alike. 
We appreciate everyone’s hard 
work in keeping this ministry 
going. 

Holy Week LEM, EM, 

and Lector Schedule 

at Holy Mount 
3/25 PALM SUNDAY 
0800 EM Sal Lopez 
EM/Lector Bob Whiteley 
1030 EM Shaula Cull 
EM/Lector Imelda Horne 
Lector John Rutherford 
 
3/29 MAUNDY THURSDAY 
7:00 pm 
EM Gary Jackson 
EM/Lector Lori Featherstone 
 
3/30 GOOD FRIDAY 
1200 Noon Josie Powell 
7:00 pm Sandy Thomas 
 
4/1 EASTER VIGIL 7:00 a.m. 
1st Reading Bob Whiteley 
2nd Reading Gary Jackson 
3rd Reading Tony Martin 
4th Reading Mary Aigner 
 
4/2 EASTER SUNDAY  
1030 am 
EM Brenda Restivo 
EM/Lector Ron Aigner 
Lector Doug Weigle 
 

 
If you would like an article or 
photos in the newsletter, do 
contact Mary Aigner (254 931 
0047 or email 
mjainrd1@gmail.com).  
 
 
 


